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any 
more humble too. Our Bleſſed 
Lon was 

perfectly Humble... 


Irhere is no true Hotineſs-ibiths 
one Huraility; nor true Humility 
without Holineſß. The more holy 
Mam is, he is ſo much the 


perfect! . owe” USO 


- WS an never do tos lunch 801 


7 N which make up the Religion 
1 weak and ſuperſtitious Men. 


Nl L ſhould PR" well, that 


our Gop, who is the Author of all 
good to us: Nor can we be too 


Wi b Ky here, unleſs wo fear belag 


appy hereafter. 3 eee 
Solid piery, or! pure Religi. 


is always both op A 
..__  out-Hy 
on the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Rea- 


poerify, and alſo founded 


ſon+ It fills the Mind and Heart 
with great and noble Views, and 
ſets the Man far above the mean 
Fawnings, and little OY 


Thoſe bad Men, who excuſe 
Weir wicked Lives, u ing 
Every Man hub ' bis Filings, 
anion 


are 


1 
: 
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are ſome Failings through Igno- 
rance, or Surprite, or Inadver. 
teney, 


which Gon will not impute 
ta thoſe, who fear and love Him: 
But that all wilful, deliberate; 
known Sins, and more eſpecially, 
all habitual, reigning Sins, are 
wholly inconſiſtent with true Piety. 
True Chriſtians are ever careful, 
above all things, not to fall into 
ſuch Sins; however, never to ſleep 
in any one known Sin unrepented 
of, and not moſt ſeriouſly. refolved 
againſt: And thoſe who go on to 
commit ſuch Sins, are neee 
Chriſtians. From whence it evi- 
dently follows, that — 
Men are Sinners in ſome Degree, 
yet ſome of thofe Sinners will 
— be ſaved; and others will 
as certninly be loſt for eve. 
[The Faith which the Goſpel 
requires, conſiſts in believingion 
Jesus CnRISr, and in owning Him 
to be the Son of Gop, and: the 
e World; in embrac- - 
ing 
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ing his Doctrine as true, and ma- 


king open Profeſſion of his, Reli- 


gion, upon all juſt Occaſions ;; in 


obeying his Commands, and de- 


pending wholly upon Him for 


Salvation. He who thus doth; 


hath a Right to truſt in the Merey 


and Promiſes of Gop in CuRIST : 
But a ſtrong Imagination, or a 
fond Perſuaſion of his being a 


Child of Gop, and a Reliance on 
the Merits: of Currsr, without 


obeying Him, will never ſave any 
Man. WO Oy eee kk 0) eee 
Ius nothing in the World is ſo 
important as Religion, and no 
Intereſt can poſſibly be fo great, 
as that of eternal Happineſs 10 
tis as certain, that this Happineſs 
cannot be otherwiſe obtain d, than 
by a conſtant and diligent Obſer- 
vation of the Duties of our holy 


Religion. And a Man may be as 


1 


certainly loſt for ever, by wilful 
Ig norance of his Duty, and want 
5 of Care of his Soul; by Indevo- 


tion, 


% 
— . 
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nn 
tion, and by a worldly and ſenſual 


Courſe of Life, as by thoſe no- 
torious and enormous Crimes, 


which inevitably drown Men in 


Perdition. 


True Piety doth not only make 


us abhor all known, wilful, cry- 
ing Sins; but by rectifying our 
Judgments, and directing our Paſ- 


ſions to their proper Objects, it 
fills the Soul with every Chriſtian 


Grace and Virtue; with the Love 


of God, and of our Neighbour, of 
Juſtice and Mercy; with Mild- 
neſs, and Humility, and Patience, 


and with an entire Reſignation to 
the Will of Gop; with Truſt on 


Him, and with a ſettled, calm 
Tranquillity of Mind in all Events. 

{The firſt, or principal Quality 
of a wiſe, conſiderate Chriſtian is, 
to be truly reaſonable, or to have 


a right Judgment enlightned and 


directed by the Goſpel of CHRIST. 
For how can a Man, who wants 
good Senſe and Diſcretion, judge 


B eie 


aright of ſpiritual Matters e How 


ons, or get rid of his Prejudices, 


and comply in all things with his 


4+ 
* 
A 


be reliſt and govern his Paſ- 
e or get rid of h 


{+ © 


Ihe beſt Thing we can do for 


dur Children is, to teachthem early 


to make a true judgment of what 
they are moſt nearly concerned to 


know, and to practiſe; And then 


to perſuade, and actuſtom them, 
all we can, to govern theraſelves 


by that right Reaſon, and good 


Senſe, without Which they muſt 
be Fools, and miſerable, even here, 
(as well as hereafter) in all the 
gue outward Advantages this 
World can afford them. = 

_ [ The falſe Notions, and the 
wrong Meaſures, Men take up in 
their younger Years, to judge of 
things by their outward Appear- 
ances only; to determine raſhly, 


and at hap-hazard, without due 
Regard to the Conſequences of 
things; to govern themſelves 

' wholly 


Wholly by their Senſes, and their 
Paſhops, by their Prejudices, and 
World, or of ſenſible and periſhing 
things, which follows from. t 
weak anderronequs Principles, are 
the molt nſual Cauſes of latidelity 
and breligion. Santa ni, 
. | Agroudleſs Secyrity,or afalſc 
Opinion of Mens being in a good 
State, in order to the next World, 
Without a due careful Compliance 
with the Terms of the Goſpel, is 
45 certainly damnable, and hath 
thinking Men, than Deſpair of 
God's Mergy: ever did, or ever 
Nothing can be more directly 
contrary to the plain Precepts, 
and to the main Deſign of the 
Goſpel, than that apparently and 
entirely worldly; that carnal and 
Lenſual Lite, in which ſuch, vaſt 
Numbers of Chriſtians (ſo called) 
are engaged. * whole Time 
r D 2 ("ml 


5 (u8) ROT 
is ſpent inthe Care of their Bodies, 


and of the Things of this World; 


in Idleneſs, Dreſſing, Plays, and 
impertinent Viſits, made only to 
get rid of ſo much Time; in Plea- 
ſures and Divexſions, or unprofita- 
ble Amuſements, which are the 
whole Buſineſs of their Lives: Ih 
a Word, In making Proviſion for 
tbe Fleſh, to fulfil the Lufts theredf. 
Have theſe Men, and theſe Wo- 
men any Souls to ſave 2 Or, have 
they Folly enough to think, they 
can be ſaved, if the Goſpel be 
true, and Cxxr1sT came to ſave 
thoſe only, who believe and obey 
Him, i. e. Who ſeek the Kingdom 
of Gop, in the firſt Place; and 
who make it their firſt and chief 
Buſineſs to ſerve, to honour, and 
to pleaſe Gop in all things. 
| [He deſerves not the Name of 
a Chriſtian, who hath not Courage 
enough to obey Gop in every In- 
ſtance of his Duty, how contrary 
ſoever it may be to the moſt re- 
- Pl ceived 


1410 
ceived Cuſtoms, and current Max- 
ims of the World: Though that 
Cuſtom, and thoſe -N are 
ſupported by Numbers of the molt 
diſtinguiſhed Perſons, whether for 
high Station, or Birth, or for 
Riches, or Learning, or worldly 
Wiſdom. Jo that weak Reaſon, 
of doing any; ill, thing, becauſe 
tis the general Cuſtom, and every 
one elſe doth ſo ; one of the An- 
tients wiſely anſwers, © "Tis the 
_ © Cuſtomalſo to go to Hell in that 
broad Way that leads thither.” - 
\[Impurity, which is excited and 
encouraged by: looſe Plays, and 
1 and Romances, is com- 
the firſt Vice and Paſſion, 
— betrays weak and inconſi. 
derate young Perſons, and engages 
them in & Courſe of Sin, Which 
uſually laſts as long as their Lives. 
That Love which is the Subject 
of our modern Plays, and Ro- 
mances, and faſhionable Songs, 
ne lewd Books, is, in Truth, that 
1 33  unboly, 
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Which deſtroy both Soul and Body 


all young Perſons, all the great 


* rr 


5 66 
unholy, inordinate, ſenſual Paſſton, 
which the Goſpel commands us to 
abhor, and to ſtifle its very firlb 
Motions, What paſſes for good 
Breeding, and agrecable' Coriver- 
ſation and Addreſs, and innocent 
Gallantry, between Perſons of dif- 
ferent Sexes, often makes 
for, and ends in khefe hortib 
Crimes, thoſe Works of the Fleſh, 


in Hell. 


[All Petforis dein & gererned by 
Senſe alone, in the firſt Part of 
their Lives, that natural firdng 
Inclination to the Pleafures of tho 
Body, which is the Source of all 
the Sins of that Nature, is the 
moſt predominant Paſſion of Youth, 
All ble Care therefore ought 
to be taken, to eſtabliſh early in 


Fatdatenth! Prineiples of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and a Senſe 
of the Necellity of that Holineſs 


and Purity of Heart and- Life, 
Which 
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n 
which the Goſpel fo exprefly ob- 
liges us to. m 
And eſpecially. we ought moſt 
diligently to imprint upon their 
Minds, ſueh an awful, perpetual, 1 
inceſſant Regard to Almighty Gov, || 
and to his Omnipreſence, that a 0. 
lively Senfe of their being always, 1 
and in all Places, under his In- 1 
2 may, by his Grace, pre- ö 
erve and ſecure their Innocency 
and Purity, in that moſt dange- 
rous Part of Life, (as hath been F 


well obſerved by an eminent Di- 
vine) from oon or ſfcteen Years 
to tewenty ; When coming into the 
World, and being uſually left to 
their own Management, in ſome 
meaſure, they are, through the 
Weakneſs of theirReaſon, and the 
Strength and Violence of their 
bodily Paſſions, more liable to ſen 
fual Impreſhons, and irregular | 
hardly to be reſtraitied'from Folly 
If . and 


N N 
and Sin, otherwiſe than by a fre- 
quent, actual Reflection (which 
ought ever to be made by them 
inviolably in the Hour of Temp- 
tation) upon that All- ſeeing Eye, 
which Ha at that time, obſerves 
all their Ways, and even the moſt 
ſecret Thoughts of their Hearts; 
and the 5 1 carefully · concealed 
T a EROS of gay of his holy 
LAaws.-  - 
[That imp ortant Conſideration 
which St. Paul propoſes, | 4 aq 
Vi. 19. (Va.) 7. at our Body 
the Temple of the HolGhoftzabich 
is in us, which-we have of GOD, 
is .a moſt irrefragable, irreſiſtible 
Argument againſt not only all, 
thoſe deteſtable Crimes, and Hor- 
rors of Impurity, which are not 
to. be named among Chriſtians; 
but alſo againſt ſuffering even the 
firſt Motions and Inclinations, or 
Tendencies that Way, to lodge, 
or take place one Minute in our 
Hearts. We muſt rid our Minds 
| wt of 


of all ſuch Fuel of thoſe Flames, 
which may otherwiſe burn down 
to Hell, with as much Haſte and 
Fear, or Affright at them, as we 
would ay, 4 burning Coal off 
from our Fleſh. 

For even ſuch maholy Thoughts 
indulged, or; but: ſuffered without 


bhorrence, drive away that 
Hor r Seitr, that Spirit of Wiſ- 


dom and of a ſound Mind, which 
_ dwells only in thoſe who are pure 
in Heart,'to illuminate and direct, 
and govern them; to ſanctify and 
dedicate them wholly, both Soul 
and Body, to the Service of Gop. 
To this ſame Purpoſe, the Apo- 
ſtle farther argues, that we being 
bought 'with, u Prica, the precious 
Blood of the Son o of « Gop, we are 
not our on, ger. 20. but both our 
Body and our Spirit are his, with- 
out Reſerve. We muſt therefore 
glorify Gop in both, not profaning 
and defiling his Temple, which he 
who doth, 680 will bim deſtroy. | 
Lan B 5 _ [Morti- 


Love of Gop, and thoſe earneſt; 


SA HRW 
 [Mortifieation, or a due Sub- 
jection of our bodily carnal Appe- 
rites,” to our 'Spitits' or Minds; 
and great Moderation in the Uſs 
of things permitted; and all thoſe 
wiſe and important Conſiderations 
of the Will and Laws of Gop ; 
of the Dignity of our Natute, as 
we are exalted above the whole 
viſible Creation; and higher yet, 
as we are Members of Curisr's 
myſtical Body; and deep and fre- 
quent Thoughts on Hell, and on 
Heaven, on all Occafions, aud 
Temptations to theſe Sins, moſt 
evidently tend to maintain an ex- 
act Purity both of Soul and Body. 

All theſe Means and Thoughts 
therefore are not _ highly en- 
pedient, but abſolutely neceflary 
to keep us from becoming Slaves 
to ſenſual Pleaſures ; and to form 
our Minds to that over-powering 


| inceſſant Defites - of beaveniy 
| things, which are mn” 


n 
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Chriſtian Morals. 

Air undue Cenplugge Vieh | 
ie Alturements of the Objects of 
Senſe ; and the inordinate. Love 
of tranſitory things; and all fin- 
mh, carnal Appetite x entertained * | 

in the Mind on! wholly ex- 
tinguiſh the Love 'of Lale dall 
Prue after, and Reliſh f piri- 

al Joys. They can take nv 
Pleaſure in the Senſe of Gon 8 
Love to chem, and in Hopes of 
livitig with Him, we have not 
early, (conſtantly, 0 E 
laboured to m er that moſt ge- 
neral and y e 1 
to the Grati fication # thy, barely | 
ke: KR nyingourfelv: 

e thus de yingour e ves, Za 
all unlawful, carnal and world! 
Lufts or Deſites, and whateve ren - 
55 our Minds ſenſug 1 and earth- 


„ averſe from Gop, 1 rone to 
6 Creature, is the firſt Leſſon, 


and great Deſign of the Chriſtian 
. | Tn 


** 


Religion : And proportionable t 0 


makes in Holineſs, 
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our Care and Succeſs. herein Wi 


be our Proficiency in the Love of 
' Gop, and in ſincere Piety and 


= 


Holineſs of Heart and Life. 


m. and the more 
Senſe be hath of Gop's Goodneſs 


[7 tohim, in plucking him as a Brand 
out of the Fire, the more he ab- 


hots all Sin : And the more be 


accuſes and deteſts his own former 


ill Courſes,the more Hope he hath 


of Pardon, he is ſtill the more ſen- 


ſible of the Danger he was in, of 
being loſt for ever. In a Word, 


the more he refleds upon all that 


Debt, which Gop hath forgiven 
him, the more he loves Gop; and 
the more he loves Gop, the more 
ſenſible he ſtill is of the Folly and 
Ingratitude, as well as of the hor- 
rible Danger of having ever offend- 


ed Him; and having ever lived 
without Gop in the World, or not 


having bad Him in all his Thoughts. 


K be 


: 


— — 
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: [The only and ſure Way never 
to commit any wilful,., deliberate 
Sin is, to ſet God alway s before 
us. Ah actual Reflection that we 
are at that very Hr aig and in that 
Place, under bis * and Obſer- 
vation, will beſt inform us, whe- 
Fu any ſecret. IT Ie or De- 
QT. Aden, be lawful or.not, 
ly I certainly, who thus be- 
— 2 and thus conſiders, can af. 
front Almigbty God to that De- 
e as, to 925 any thing in his 
from w hich the Preſence 
a Chil, or of his meaneſt Ser 
_ would reſtrain him. Nor 
can he indulge, or allow himſelf 
to entertain any Thought, which 
he will be aſham d to have known 
all the Men in the World. 
Not only thoſe horrid, detoſias 
ble 1 provoked Go 
to deſtroy W eee with that 
© dreadful Judgment of Fire from 
eg ven; but all other Sins, which | 
Fee forbids to mention, and 
why - Which 


* 
— 
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reprobate Mind) will be the more 


by a righteons Judge; _ 


eſeupe 


b talks a 
with a Proſpect of doing Ho- 


pry Riches, 


. —— 


"(). 


whi ich even thoſe who are Filer 


of them àre moſt aſhamed to own,. 
(unleſs they are given over to 4 


ſeverely puniſhed in the next World 


being known to God only, an 
to themſelves, they 
all Puniſhment, even fo 
much as Difgrace in this Life. 

[He who takes that Care which 
he ought, never to fay any thing 


Reaſon to repent at Night, never 
great deal, unleſs it be 


nour to Gob, or ſome good to 
thoſe who bear bigs 1 £595149 


a greater; nor to chooſe a greater 
Evil before à leſs, are We 
tal Maxims of Wiſdom; but are 
obſerved only in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. For worldly - Wifdom' 
teaches Men to 


ſhort 


— 2 


* , * n n 
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ofteritimes ; 


in the Day, of which he may have 


[Never to prefer u le Good 0 | 


11 the Vlen- 
Honours of this 


r 


i 
mort Life, to endleſs Happineſs 
in the next; that is, to prefer the 
Creature to the Creator, and the 
World; to that Gop who made it; 
and to chooſe to be'miſerable to 
all Eternity, rather than to curb 
. their vicious Inclinations, and to 
deny all worldly' and carnal Luſts 
{This wo e 
his we ma nd upon as 
Principle, That e 
is eſſential in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and neceſſary to our Salva- 
tion, is always clear, evident, and 
eaſy to be underſtood, by all fin- 
cere and honeſt Minds; and what- 
ever is obſcure, and hard to _ 
onderſtood; is not neceſſar x. 
| Theſe. general Traths, That 
there: is a Go, who made the 
World; that the Holy Scriptures 
are his Word ; and that all which 
we there find, concerning another 
Life, is moſt eertain, ought to be 
ſottlod in our Minds, by ſerious 
re Thoughts, and due Con- 
ſideration, 


(4 
ſideration, as the Foundation of 
all true Religion. $4 17909 un ni 
Faith, or Bellef, is a Perſuaſion 
of the Truth of 8 thing; and no 
Man can be perſuaded of the Truth 
of any thing of Concern to him, 
unleſs he hath conſidered it. Is 
it poſſible that any Man can live 
— any ſinful Courſe; that he can 
make . of nothing; that 
be can break Gop's Laws every 
Moment, if he had ſo far conſi- 

dered, as to be fully perſuaded 
that There is 4 GOD, who ſees 
and obſerves all his Ways; and 
vrho will eternally puniſh him for 
the Affront done to his Majeſty, 
by ſo. deſpicable a Creature, who 
fights theAuthority of his Maker 
or Judge, and. dares provoke Him 
We his Face d 

All thoſe therefore, who. pre- 
wu to believe that there is a 
Goo, and a Judgment to come ; 
and yet live as if they were ſure 


Tg thets were neither, give them- 
| nes 


6, Ne 


. 


—— 


4 41 x ) 
ſelves the Lye; and have leſs Faith 
_ than the. very e 1 Lat 

N ee, of Mens Piety 
anſwers to that of their Faith; 
where there is no true Faith, there 
is no true Piety: Where Mens 
Faith is little, — and weak, 
their Religion is deficient, and 
next to none. And this is the 
too general Character of the Chri- 
ſtians of this looſe and deplorable 
Age, either downright Atheiſan, 
Scepticiſm, and Impiety.z or a 
poor, weak, an imperfect, una- 
vailable Faith; or rather, a con- 
fuſed. general Opinion only, and 
a kind of an Half belief of the 
Goſpel: They do not heartily be- 
lieve it is true; but rather, they 
are afraid that it ſnould prove ſo. 

Too many of thoſe, who have 
a competent- ſpeculative. Know- 
ledge of the Chriſtian Religion, 
take not due care to apply that 
Knowledge to the Sanctification 
* their Natures, and to the. Re: 
formation 


3 


nation: will beths 


1 


WW. APRN © eir' Lives, which is 


indeed the "End, and that 


true Uſe which they ought chieffy 
to maße of that Kno wled q 


ing the glorious Light of the 
vol (which ſhould guide their 
of Peace) as it 
mill 


were under a Huſhel, cho 


do ſit in Darknofs, anch in the Sha- 


dow: of Death; *whoſs Condem- 
, for their 
10 wolt _ 


not doing what they 


to de the Will of their Lord. 


(Nothing can more nearly W 
cern any Man, than to ſtudy, and 


to know bimtelf well. To this 
End, he muſt im 
the State of his own Soul; he 


ially examine 


maſt make frequent and deep Re- 


flections, not only upon his Ac- 


tions and Words, but upon the : 
uſual Bent of his Thoughts, and 
inward Motions and Inclinations 


of his Heart. He muſt conſider, 


what it is which he ought chiefly 
Rants e 


to aim at the Pri 


( 43) Fj 
neiples of 


End, for which he \ was . 
(er.) to be H 

Happy for ever ! 1. 6. Whether he 
carefully and ſteadily walks in the 


narrow War »whiehleads to Life 


oter nal / and lives nn 
not: after: thdꝰ Fieſnes 4 modi 
By thisKnowledge-of 


dur on Conſtiences what is our 
main Deſignu, and what we make 
the moſt important Affair of our 
Lives; whether we ſerve Gon or 
Mammon; that Go who made us, 
and our Lord Jesus Cuuν,, who 
hath bought us; 
World, who blinds the Eyes of the 
Children of Diſobedience (i. e. 
whether we make it our chief Bu- 
ſineſs to know, and to do the Will 
_ ef our Loup; or content ourſelves 
with a hure outward Profeſſion; 
_ 9 e 
10 the 


_— 


' In 


„ upon 
the Chriſtian Religion; and what 
Courſe be takes to obtain that 


e 

4 o 

in iS. 1 »4 
. 

* 


ourfeling; 
and thus deliberately Rating wien 


or the God bf this 


their Condition, in a plain Con- 


. 
the Power of it, without being led 
by the Spirit, and governed by 
the Laws of Gop;) we may here - 
by beſt judge, whether we are in 


the Spirit, or in the Fleſn; whe- 


ther we are in a State of Grace, 
and of Salvation, or no, upon the 
Terms of the Goſp el. 
[ Thaſe Half. Chriſtians, ho live 
without frequent and ſerious Re- 
flections made upon their own 
Conduct, in relation to their fu- 
ture State of endleſs Happineſs or 
Miſery; are unfaithful 0 their 
own Souls, as well as to their 


Gop, and to their Redeemer: 


And generally (unleſs they are 
given. over by Gon to a reprobate 
Mind) 1 they live and die in that 
fatal Security, of hopiog well of 


tradiction to the Goſpelof Curr, 
whilſt they ſtill go on in that 


broad Way which leads Millions 


to Deſtruction, and periſn for 
ever in the Greatneſs of their 


Folly. ITo 


nn 
[To do all things to tb Glory i 
OD, as St. Paul exhorts ; 
1 O x. 311, implies a general fin- 3 
cer Intention, to procure and to 

promote the Honour of Gop upon 
all Occaſions: In order whereto, 
_ we muſt take great Care to have 

OD” mop in our Thoughts, 
when we addreſs to Him in Prayer, 
Praiſes, Gc. We muſt accuſtom 
our ſelves to have Him often in our 
Minds, and to make due Reflec- 
ee en our own Conduct, how 
we diſcharge the Duty we owe 
Him, upon Account of our Depen- 
dence upon Him, and of the Bleſ- 
ſings we receive from. Him, and of 
the Right He hath to our Love 
and Obedience: We muſt uſe our 
Liberty in things indifferent, with 
a particular Regard to the Edifi- 
cation, or at leaſt, the not giving 
Scandal to our Brother: And tis 
in relation hereto that St. Pau 
here gives this Precept. 
7 | 1 f at 4 


— 


Fo 1 8 4 "7 46 * k 
1 . to do all things to the 
= Glory of Gb, is to manifeſt, in 
me general Oourſe of our Lives, 
= ops. xe do dove Him |aboverall 
things and that we make tour 

Principal Aim and Buſineſs to obey 

and Wedge rewe Him in 
1 —_— publick Werſhip, and in 
= * "er of our Duty, for our 
WE . 5 and Maſter; and in ſetting 
At forward tho Gal vation of our own | 
Souls, andofthe'Souls of all other 
Men, to the utmoſt of our Power. 
5 We can never carry true Piety 
Wn tod far, nor do too much for Gon, 
2 and in Diſcharge of the Duty we 
doe to Him. And this piety be- 
ing i axe: e- pr rooted i in 
1 dhe aleare? and highoſ R 


| 1 ſecures us from the great Sin 

mn Hypocriſy, on the one hand, and 
wh from the Woaknefs and Folly of | 
1 uperſtit ion, on the other. 
4 / That St.Pantin' thoſe Weds, 


im. i. 15. JESUS CuxisT 
CT came 


een 
came inn flv Wor ii 6. ax dnn 
_ of whom I am chief, did, in gredt | 
Hueulity affirm, thiat heowns the 
graue of all Sinners, feems, ton 1M 


very eminent and jndicigus Author, | 


neither to agres! Avith ti Se 
2 225 Words, nor with Pruth, 

* with good Senfle. ble 
or on dhe, b, among choſt 


* he explains hinafetf, 
ver. 16. L abrained Mercy, that in 
198 i (ic is the fame Mond in 
the Original, which is render dd 
hbief, ver. 75.) Jz$u s'CnnxnrsT 
might ſhow fort b all Long-Juff: 
| for a Pattern tu ——— 
hereafter luliars en Hun 10 Life 
overlaſling. 
"7 'NoGdwe:Clirifiendweraboteis 
hence warranted, much leſs ob- 
liged, to believe himſolf to be the 
greateſt of all Sinners; but he ra- 
8 ther ought to thank Gon for the 
e mw to ſerve and | 


to 


k 


Sinners Cun f cn to ſanvs to 


Practice of the great, 


een 
to pleaſe Him in 5 Newneſs _ 


to: 


* an N ** 
When das once. makes: hin 
ſelf a moe to the falſe  Opinons 


2 irrel gious Cuſtoms of worldly 
profane Men, there is no 


1 Nr which he may not ſoon 


fall into. When he om ſubmits 
bis Judgment and Conſcience to 


the vileſt, and moſt ignorant and 


ſtupid, (becauſe the moſt wicked 
Part of Mankind) and hath not 
Courage. enough to do his Duty, 
even in thoſe Inſtances which are 
moſt oppoſite to the Maxims and 
the noble, 
and wiſe Men of the World, he 


ſoon proceeds with them to make 
N of all Faith, and _ 
good Conſcience. k 


{He who hath not Wiſdom and | 
Firmneſs enough to own himſelf 
a Diſriple of the Bleſſed Jesus, by 


his reſolved Obedience to all his 


Commands, in all Caſes, abandons 
not only his Religion, but his 
| 0 Reaſon 


— 


Reaſon too; ſince he apparently 
pays more Regard to the — 
and worſt of Men, than to the 
wiſeſt and beſt of all Beings; and 
he expoſes himſelf to that moſt 
dreadful of all Miſeries (eig.) to 
be denied before Gop, and his 
holy Angels, by that Saviour' of 
the World, whom he is thus a- 
ſnamed to own before Men, to 
be his Loxp and Maſter. 
Tis the greateſt Affront we can 
put upon our Lon p, and his Grace, 
to ſay, that his coming into the 
World, 


what He commands us. 

| FThe chief and higheſt, or 16. 
vereign Good, and the trueſt and 
everlaſting Plea ſure, are to befound 
on * Gop; and therefore Wo 


make Him the. Object of 
our ardent Love, i. e. to 15 
Him een all wad hogs.” 


his Death, his Goſpel, his 
Spirit, have not power enough to 
ſandity us, and to enable us to do | 


C 8 


that is) the Knowledge and Love 


N 
" or ace Man 2 Himſelf, 
and gave him being, that | 
be eternally with belt, 5. 
ſigaing him the moſt divine Em- 
ployment of his own Eternity, 


af: Hunfelf 1 2 od Riyal rt 
Union and Cenfontiey: to/the 
Diyine Will, and the accompliſh- 
ing it on all Occaſions, with Ex- 
actneſs and Truth, is that which 
1 Spe * this Life. 
L The great . of Chriſti- 
anity, is the perfecting of the hu- 
mane Nature, by the Participa- 
tion of the Divine Nature. 
The Kingdom of Gop is the 
Empire of Divine Love: It is that 
State of the Soul, whereby a Man 
loves Gop with all his Heart, and 
with all his Soul, and his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf, It is the Rule 
of the Spirit of Gop in tho Son 
of Man. 1% 71 
[AU ede is vain, that 
tends not to the Practice of fome 


Are | ; 
= 


The Love of 
the whole 
Gop 


Man to God, is 
f Gon. WH 


Wl | 

We muſt takeHeed that we do 
not at any time, under any Pre- 
tence whatſoever, relax the Mind 
from Mortification, as if we had 
acquired ſuch a firm State of Per- 
fection, as that there were no 
Danger of falling from it. We 
muſt fear as long as we live. That 

Diſpoſition which introduced the 
Form, is that which muſt nouriſſi 
and preſerve it. Therefore if 
Mortification begat holy Love, 
without doubt it muſt be conti- 
nued even to Death. 

{ He is unworthy of God <Pavour, | 
that cannot think It Happ ineſs 
enough without the World's. 
Inward real Righteouſneſs, or 
true Holineſs, is a divine or godlike 


Nature, cauſing an hearty Appro- 
bation of, and an affectionate Com- 


pliance with, the eternal Laws of 

Righteouſneſs, and a Behaviour 

agreeable to the efſontial and im- 
mutable . of vg Lions 


Evil. | 


? 


+@' || 
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There is no ſweeter Pleaſure 
chan to eonverſe with Gop ;/nor 
greater Froſt than to Bain bis 
Favour; $19 92 nnn 

[Religion is the Perſeion of 
Man, the Improvement and Ac- 
compliſhment of that Part of him, 
wherein he reſembles his Maker. 
Tis the Purſuance of his beſt and 
laſt End, and conſequently his 
Happi ineſs.; Will he be no more 
. than he is commanded : 
Will he do no more than what 
will juſt ſerve to ſecure him from 
a miſerable Eternity e Is not Hap- 
pineſs deſirable for it ſelf ? Are 
we afraid of botoming too like 
Gon 29 47lkt 
Ius the Love of Gov is the Sum 
of our Duty, ſo tis the Height of 
dur Pleaſure; and were we not 
firange, unaccountable Creatures, 
it would be the Buſineſs of our 
Lives, and the End of ll our 


7 N e 


When we in robgned.. our 
t K | 50 3 Wits 


| — (54) 

Wills to God, and thereby intruſt- 
ed Him to will for us, all his Diſ- 
poſals of, and his Diſpenſations 
towards us, are, in effect, the Acts 
of our own Will, with the Ad- 
vantage of "being directed and 
ſpecified by Hi eee 
It is the Price che Bon, this 
Regeneration, that enables her t6 
behold the y of Holme, and 
to ſee Gop. There is no ſeeing 
Gop, but by being purified: and 
erer into-his Imbge “!! 

Grace is the ſupernatarul over- 
powering Operatiun f don 
N 7 4 % 5% 402 #01091 Job ie 
 [ Whofoever has Curr: for his 
Friend ſhall be ſure of 
Counſel and hoſoever is his own 
Friend, will be ſure to obey it. 
It is the worit Husbandry it in 
the World, do be ned to fave 
Charges. 4 
| Scll-Etaniinitionr is. ahi: very 
Root and Ground-work of. all true 


eee, and the neceſſary 
190 Ante- 


Lp oe” 
2 £ — — 
ai. =. — * = 1 
— — 
— by amet = — TT, wot} }+ ] Ay: MM on” ey * 


K 


Antecodent, if not alſd tha dirt 
Cauſe, under Go, of a wanne 
Return to Goo. r, 1 

{Religion is, in 1. Eine wy l 
inward and ' ſpiritual © Motineſs. 
Outward Actions are religious only, NH 
as they are either the Means and 
Inſtruments, or as they are the 
Fruns and Effects of Holinefs, 
Every true Chriſtian ãs the Tem- 
ple of the Horx 1 the Child 'Y 
of the living the Child f 

Light, the Punta of the Blood | if 
of Catasr, the Delight of God, 
1 Care of Angels. 2 i f 

We can find no Reſt but in * 
Cunlsv, and ih that Poverty of 1 
m and that Purity of Heart, 1. 

which He was Himfelf the Neat 
Dane 4% U. . 

As Gov is the Foundeig all 
our Happineſs, fo He muſt be the 
chief Object of our Love, and the 
Centre of our Deſires and Hopes. 

f Wiſdom is an habitual Skill, or 
| aculty of judging aright con- 
C 4. cerning 
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Actions to ſuch good Choice. 


ed « 56 * 
cerning Matters of Practice ; and 


* chooſing according to that right 


Judgment, and conforming the 


Go doth impart the Knowledge 


of Himſelf to Man, according to 
the Ererantion off Footy that is 


in every 
Reli gion . Gov wk 154 
a Friend infinitely better than all 


Friends; and it rendereth a Man 


a true Friend, and a good Com- 
panion to bimſelf. 

[ AFrequent Converſe with Gov 
begetteth a particular Acquain- 
tance with Him, a mindful Regard 
of Him, a Liking to Him, 
a delightful Taſte of bisGoodneſs, 


a ſincere and ſolid good Will to- 


ward Him; but if we ſeldom 
come at God, we ſhall little know 
Him, not much care for Him, ſcarce 
remember Him, be inſenſible of 
his Love, and regardleſs of his Fa- 
vour; a Coldneſs, a Shyneſs, a 
Gn an eee toward 
Him, 


44 


(657) 
Him, will, by degrees, creep upon us. 
The Beginning of all Good, is 
the true Knowledge of Gon; for it 
is impoſſible to love Him without ? 
knowing Him; therefore ſuch. 
Knowledge as we have of Him, 
fuch will our Love be to Him. 
- | Whoſoever deſires not to love 
the divine ue more, loves 
Him not en a 
When we fear to dad Goo 
becauſe that He being our good 
Father, we owe Him Honour, 
Reſpect, r then our 
Fear is filial. 
It is an alone nd . 
dent Privilege of Mankind, to be 
ereated tò enjoy eternally an infi- 
nite Good; and to have ſome Parti- 
cipation of it during this Life. 
Religion is the chief, the prime | 
of all moral Virtues, referring all 188 
the other Virtues bo. the Honour = 
"of Goode! 7 its = 
Pride is the Heart of. the old 
Man, which firſt lives, and laſt dies. 
q „ Grace 


1 1 55 Y 

7 is that divine Aſſiſtance, 

17 we are diſpoſed and in- 

1 abled to keep Gos Command- 

ments, and to lead ee and 

15 Ohriſtian Deer 
I The Lord Jrsus Gen 250 
Ea how to refuſt the Evil, and 
to chooſe the Good, choſe to live 
a Life of Meanneſs and Poverty. 

I u?0o live, in a moral Senfe, is to 
know, and to contemplate, to 
love and to purſue that which is 

1% the true Good of Man. 

TF  - Chriſtian Liberty haScbjeftion 
n to Reaſon, enlightned 7 Kevela- 

FT Fit ness | 

True perfection does not cond 

ſo much in a preſent Fervour of 
1 Devotion, and Love to Go, as 

in an uniform and eonſtant adher- 
ig to Gop by & holy Life. 
14 We are careful to — every 
thing we poſſeſs the beſt in its 

! . 1 kind. except our own Souls: to 
' in Grate is the moſt lovely thing 

a the World, nexttoGop himſelf, 

as 


——— 
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" being the Image of Gop ſtamp d 
upon the Soul; nay, it is not only 


the Image and Repreſentation,but 
it is the Influence and Communi- 
cation of Himſelf to us. © 

[There is nothing which we 
ought to beg of Gon with more 
Fervour, than the Grace to love 
Him; for it is to the Faithful a 
Pledge that Gop loves them; it 
» — firſt Effect of Faith, the molt. 
expreſs Image of Gov. the moſt 
lively Mark of the Children of 
Go; it is the Soul of other Vir- 
tues, the Rule of bur Actions, and 
the Sum of the Laß. 

To live a Chriſtian Life, is to live 
Ine Go D: not to aim at leſs than 
to be „ as our Father which 
is in Heaven is perfect; it is to he 
elevated above Man's natural Con- 
dition, to practiſe a divine and g 
atural Liſe; to be guided b 
the Light of the divine Reaſon, a 
the Maxis of Faith; which can- 
ung thoſe of the Wiſdom of the 
Fleſh : 


, 4a 4 M4 4 CE 4 F 
. 5 * An 
1 6 * 


Fleſh: "Tis is to 1 according to 
the Sentiments of Jssvs CMRisx, 
in very great Diſengagement from 
every thing but Goo 
[The Idea of perfection is |, 
reeable. even to the, moſt imper- 
fect; it is the Practice of it ny 
that diſpleaſes eee 
Jo live for, or to Gop, is to 
have no other Deſign, no other 
Will nor Intention, than to glori- 
fy Him in all that we do. ny 
It is very ſtrange, that all Men 
ſhould love themſclves above all 
the World, and yet that very few 
can endure to be long by them- 
ſelves ;: and that their ys ſelves 
ſhould be ſo weariſome to them 
ſelves,, that they can ſcarce bear 
their own. Converſation for an 
Hour together. _ 
The Abuſes of common om 
' Bleſſings, ſuch as Riches, Honour, 
Beauty, Wit, and the like, are 
more to be pitied, than the Want 


of them. 
"(Faith 
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[Faith has ſo many Myſteries 


to eontemplate, and Virtue ſo 


many Duties to practiſe, that we 
can have no Pretence for Leiſure 
for idle Thoughts, and to make 


our Lives ſhorter by the Irropars- 
ble Loſs of Time. 

If you love Jesus Cuxier, be 
* that He loves you; and that 
He will not loſe the Soul which 
He hath redeemed with his Blood, 
and enlivened won his Greece, and 
his Spirit. Nn 

GOD e us for his Glory, 
that i is, that we ſhould know, love 
ſerve, and obey Him. 
Poverty of Spirit is a state of 
the Mind, taken either in Oppo- 
ſition to Covetouſneſs, or to —_ 

and Hi zh-mindedneſs. | 

| [The grand Deſign inonded1 in 
the Chriſtian Religion was, to re- 
duceſtraying Man to histrue Good 
and Happineſs ; to ſublimate, re- 

fine, and ſpiritualize his Nature; 
to looſe him from the Cords of 
Vanity, 
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n | 
Vanity, and from his faſt Adhe- 
ſtons to created good; to diſen- 

gage and ſeparate him, not only 
from the World about him, but 
even from one Part of himſelf ; 
to raiſe him from the Earth to 
Heaven, not only by a local, but 
by a moral and mental Elevation. 
The Defign of the Chriſtian 
Diſpenfation being to perfect Holi- 
neſs; to advance the Intereſt of 
the Divine Life ; to elevate us to 
the uttermoſt Degree of moral 
Perfection, which our Nature is 
here capable of; and ſo far as is 
poſſible to make us Partakers of 
the divine Nature; it is inconſi- 
Rent with the End of ſuch a Diſ- 
penſution, to ſeek Reſt and Hap- 
pineſs in things more ignoble than 
our ſelves; and to grow one, as 
it were, with the dirty Planet, 
upon which we live and tread. 
[To be a Sinner is a farther 
Remove from Go'D, than to be 
nothing; ſince it is not only nega- 
| tively, 


el 


Innocence, and the peculiar Right 


663) 
tively, bot contrarily-oppaſite to 
Him. . 83 ui nd un 

Sin is the Monfitofity | 
and Dibirublty:s in the World; it is 
the only thing which Gop hates. 

As Pride is the moſt uneaſy 
thingy the World, ſo it is withal 
the moſt odibus; tis uneaſy to the 
Patient; an dodious to theObſerver; 
and it is the Parent af many trouble- 
ſome and uneaſy Paſſions. But to 
be humble, is to be wiſe; to be 
ſeree, to be contented; to be 
thank ful, to be pleaſant and chear- 
ful; to be calm and untroubled, to 
ory diſp afhbonate and unconcerned. 

ne Reward of a good 
Pai cience, the Prerogative bf 


of good Men; and they not only 
may be joyful and cheerful, but 
are alſo commanded to be fo. 
¶ The Mao that does not propoſe 
to bimſelf a good Eng, lives back- 


ward; and the longer he lives, il 
and the more adtive and buſy ho 5 


is, 


TEE Tt 64, i e 
is, the more he is led out of the 
Way, and the further he is from 

his Journey's End. 

nt hteous and raſh Judgment 
or Cen oriouſneſs, argues that we 
are full of Envy, Pride, Malice, 
and Prejudice; that we love to 
dwell upon Sores and Deformities; 
that we take à ſecret Pleaſure in 
the Follies and Infirmities of Man- 
kind, and grieve at that whereat 
the Ang els rejoice, namely; the 
wiſe — and good Order 
of Men; all which is inhumane 
and diabolical. | 
[To walk with Gon; and to keep 
4 .conſtant Communication with 
Heaven; muſt needs be the ſweet- 
eſt, as well as the nobleſt and moſt 
worthy Ke Entertainment on this Side | 

iti!) ock; 

There is no abs Truth ons. 
ſary to be made the Object of hu- 
mane Study, but only that which 
ſerves to the moral Conduct of Man, 
to the Recollection of his Mind, 


nl 


( 6s ) 
to the Government of his Paſſions, 
and to the Direction of his Life 
and Mariners, in ſuch a Way as 
may lead him to — Happineſs. 

The more we contemplate Gop, 
the more we ſhall love and deſire 
Him; and the more we deſire 
Him, the more our Thoughts will 
concenter on Him; and this will 
recollect and ſimplify our Souls, 
and free us from that Diſtraction 
of Mind, and that Diſperſion of 
= bought, which is ſo great an 
Hindrance to us in the ne ; 

OUT. Devotion: Lv WY 
[The perfection of the Soul ; is 
her Union withGop by an Union 
of Wills, and is no other than the x 
Love of Gobech digi. 

All things were made fon dow 
as well-as 5 Him; and He is the 
chief End and Object of the Will, 
which was made only for Gon, 
and the Love of Him; and is then 
gonſequently in her greateſt Per- 


of 


WO when employ d inthe Love Ay l; 


1 me 66 n 
of Him that eee gh and "ht 
wham ſhe: was madd. 
ob courts and i us 
that we would be . that 
we would take ſuch à OGoutſe as 
will make zuthat we would 
live and act Miſaly, and like ratio- 
nal Creatures, acrording to the 
Order of our being, and the Per- 
fection af our Nature's that we 
would fit s ſpoſe our ſelves for 
the þ He has provided 
for us 32 . would our 
ſolves Within the Compaſn of his 
Love and Mercy; and ſo demean 
dur ſelves in ben Time here, 
that He may e us with” A 
Hleſſed Eternity. 10 | 
Religion is the Glory of ok 
Natures, the End of our Beings, 
the nobleſt Object of our Thoughts, 
the greateſt Concernment of our 
Lives, and the beſt Employment 
of our Tongues: And to talk of 
doing or receiving any Good there- 
by, is a Oy which every Man 
owes 
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W „ e 
owes to himſelf, to his Neighbour, 
and to his GO xd. An 07-20 


Tc * is a Denial af God to place 


ane 3 End id any Creature. wWhe- 
ther the Crearure be one's ſelf, or 
any othep Being. He that makes 
binifelf his End, that centers and 


termihates : in himſelf, that refers 


allthitgstochimſelf, and meaſures 
all thingeiby the Relation which 
they have ti his n private per- 
ſonal Intereſt, 15:4 — Gop 
to purpoſe; abd holds one of the 


And ſo the Mun that places his 
End in any of the Creatures with- 
out him, in ſenſible and temporal 


Objects, is a very groſs, De 
Gop, as deifying and idolizing 


thoſe little empty things, upon 


Which de thus reſts; ad; \repoſes 
himſelf, - 1 

{Of all the Methods of Iwprove- 
Ment that can be: uſed, thete is 


none {0 advantageous as Think- 
ing, either for our Inte llectuals, 


24 „ 


rl Ranks of practical Atheiſm. 
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or our: Morals, 168) make a wor 
or to make us better Men . ben 
[The moral Union between G os ; 
and the Soul, is an Union of our 
Wills with God's Will, and is no 
other than the Love of Gop; and 
he that loves Gop molt, is united 
to Him moſt. This moral Union 
of the Soul with Gob, will never 
be compleated in this World, 
where, as we know but = 
ſo we love re in part, and ſo are 
__ partially united to Goo“ 
[The W ay to live much; is to 
5 — to live well betimes, and 
to purſue that Deſign with 
Vigour and Application. olly 
and Viee do much leſſen, EYE 
off from true Life, 
' [ Conſideration is half 4 
Maw, and a conſiderate Perſon is 
not far, nor is like to be long, 
-from the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Holineſs is the Name, the Wilt, 
* Work, the Image, the Nature, 
"_ the en of Go , 
Prayers, 
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Prayers, Penances, and the 
Mortification of the Fleſh, are 
but the Outſides of trus Repen- 
tance z the Hatred of, Sin is 'the | 
Eſſence and Spirit of i. | 
[When Man is united to Gon, : 
0 is at his Centre, and ſo it is | 
uil- 41 
1 


natural for him to be in Trang 
lity. Without Reſt there is no 1 
true Hapj and without ow I! | 
there is no true Reſt for Man. | 
Man, by his Degeneracy, is be- i 
come « moſt diſandered and rebek 1 
lious Creature, conteſting with, 1 
and oppoſing his Maker; as He is i : 
the firſt Cauſe, by Self-dependence; | 
as he is the chiefeſt Good, by Self- Ji 
love; as He is the higheſt LoRpD; | V2 
by Self- will; and as He is the: laſt f i 
End, by Self-ſeeking'; But by Re- 1 
generation the diſordered Soul is 1 
ſet right again; Sanctification be- 1 
ter the Image of Gon, in which 1 
Seif-dependence is removed by 1 
win a e of Gov, $ 


(yo). 

Self-will, by SubjeRica"and'Obe- 
dience te the Will ef Gon ; and 
Self ſeeking by Solf. deninl. 16 
An early Preparation for Dea 
delivew us er. from the Fea 
of Death, and eonſequently from 
moſt other Fears; and it ſupports 
us under all the Troubles and 
Cala mities ot this Lite)! / WT 

He lives moſt Oi res the 
Graes of Gow to make himfelf 
moſt fit for Heaven, and beſt qua- 
listed for: the greatoſt Aids 
who Knows G0 moſt, and 
ſhipsHimin the moſt perfect Man- 
ner; —— above this 
World; in the Exerciſes of the 
moſt divine Virtues, who does 
moſt Service toGowv in the World, 
and improves: all his Talents to 
the beſt Advantage; who moſt 
adorns and perfects his own Mind, 
brings moſt Glory to Gon, and 

does moſt Good to Men. 
_ If We would live a while 


in _ World, we mult. s 
we 


e 


ſions of Life ; we muſt live upace, 


but the preſent to repent in, does 
not ſince reh reſoluo to repent, but 
only reſolves to delay his Repen- 


tante, and not torepent now; and 


probably may never do it till tis 
too late to do him 977 


Since Cunt came from Hea- 


ven to declare the Will of Gon; 
and has put the holy Scriptures 
into our Hands, which are the pers 
Ee: Rule of Life and Manners, 
and hath furniſhed us with all the 
Advantages to inoreaſe in Know- 


ledge, it is as dangerous a thing 


to be willingly ignorant of the 
Goſpel, as it is to difobey it. 

[Our Likeneſs to Gon confiſts 
only in the Conformity of our 
„ and of: — to 


| live betimes; we muſt havoa Cue 
of all Interruptions and Intermiſ: 


is,” do all the Good we! _ | 


"THe who refolves to repent 
does not reſolve to repent ct” og 
ly, tho he is fure apa) Time 


Ml Ty) 
Him, and in our Imitation of Him; 
For it is only a Spirit chat can = 
like to a Spirit. 

The Devil ſells Men nothing 
but at the Price of their Souls, 


Whoſoever ſeeks an — to 
and 


make him happy, but 
the Good of his owu Soul, ſhall 
find nothing but 10 , Milery, 
and Sorrow. i 15 1 
Jo love, is to will God toons, 
and in Gop, to will and to do is 
the ſame; thing; therefore Go p 
is good, and dothr Good to thoſe 
| mum he loves. Vin. 
' - "Seeing: that God is infioitoly 
| great, nothing that pleaſes or 
diſpleaſes Him, is to be accounted 
| N In Good or Evil, there is 
no Littleneſs; whatſoeveris good, 
is great; and whatſoever i is: avi, 
is not little. 
[ [The:Death of the Soul which 
is the greateſt Evil, and may be 
avoided, Men generally. little fear, 
or are. l to avoid; but the 
Death 
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abc 73 1 . 
Diath-of the Body, which is, or 
may be nb Evil, 4 is inevitable 
all Men drive as long, and as 
much as they can, to eſcapes 
The greateſt and worlt ſort of 
Sacrilege is, to rob Gop of his 
Honour, by arrogating 4 Part 
of it to our own ſelves. 
[The chief Uſe of Speech. is the 
glorifying God, and the benefiting 
Men; and this is the true Stand- 
ard by which we are to weigh our 
W 4 and the End we A to 
aim at, and propound to our ſelves. 
Paſſi ve Valour, or being able and 
ready to neglect and forgive all 
Affronts and Injuries, is as much 
the Mark of a great Mind, as the 
active, and perhaps more; the 
latter being often owing to the 
animal, the other to the dana 
part Wee dl nun 
Self. reſi gnation, and n 
to the divine Will; is the moſt ex- 
cellent, the trueſt, and the moſt 
acceptable Way of glorifying Gp, 
and of doing Honour to Him. 
„DR Men's 


* 
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Man's A chiefly confiſts. 
A his being transformed:. into, the 
divine 1 and Likeneſs'; in 
partaking of the divine Nature ; 
in . one Will with G. 5 
f and in being free to Obedience. 
It coſts Men uſually much more 
to revenge Injuries, than to bear 
them. 
If we would have the Fire of 
Hol Love kindled: in our Breaſts, 
if uſt dwell very much in. the 
: S of the divine Ex- 
cellencies, and of the divine Be- [1 
nefits. 
It: is for want of Thinking, that 
| moſt Men are undone. 
[Holy Love is a ſupernatural 
1 Quality, infus d by Gop into the 
1 Soul of Man; iv is the chief of the 
| Theological Virtues, and it is Hap- 
pineſs — in this Life, and con- 
tinued and perfected in the other. 
He only is truly and perfetly Fl 
amiable and deſirable, in whom 
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alone all things that are truly | 
good 
"YN 
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e and 2 4 ip! 
Joying of whom, all good" things 
re poſſeſſed. 
All Defives that. are vl 
the higheſtand un le Gsod, 
are alter that Which is loweſt and 
changeable; and how can Reſt be 
expetted from that which is in 
continual Motion 2 
[Longing Deſires of the Soul 
alter GoD are good, aud fervent 
Aſpirations are ptcaſing to Him; 
but Tranquillity of Mind, and a 
total ork of the Will in 
his good Pleaſure, are better; and 
more pleaſing; to Him 
The Sek Soul deſires to fee 
| Ggoyin what Manner, and when 
| He pleaſes ; but in the mean time 
it deſires to love Him more, and in 
all things to conform to his Will. 
„Then only i is a Man in | 
this World, when his' Mind is ele-. 
| vated by Faith, and his Will e- 
flamed with Love to Gop, then he if 
is perfectly at Reſt and peace in 31 
Goo. Da le 1431 
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He alone is happy; whoſe De- 
es are ſatisfied; and that is only 
7 who truly loves Him that is 
alone infinitely amiable. 
We therefore are always ob- 
noxious to manifold Imperfections, 
becauſe we never abandon our own 
Wills, chat we may altogether act 
in God s Strength, and rg our 
Wills to his Wil. 
The Way of holy Love is the 
Abnegation of our own Will, and 
perfect Conformity to the Divied 
W ill, acrording to the Example 
of our Lord and Maſter Cuisr, 
while He was upon the Earth, 
whoſe Meat and Drink it was to 
do the Wil of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, even to his Life's End. 
| -' The Exerciſe of Conformity to 
the divine Will, conſiſts in doing, 
ſpeaking, and thinking nothin 
{ which we do not knotw is 4 
able to the Will of Gop, and in 
executing what we do ſo know, 
with Fidelity and Fervour," to.the 
1 "ma of Goo. Th Fla - 
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1 Cum the Beginning of 'a Man 


FE to the Love of Go, | 4 1 


his Heart is affected with old con- 
trary evil Habits; which are Ob- 
ſtacles to the pure Love of Gop x 
and therefore he then feels in him- 
fulf a turbulent Commotion, and 


a violent Contention, before theß | 


will give place to holy Love to 
exert fir Col but when the Fleſh. 
is ſubjected tothe Spirit, no Con- 
tradiction is remaining in the Soul, 
then Love acts ſoquietly and calm- 
1y, that the Soul it felf hardly per- 
ceives its Actings and Operations. 
la holy Love there are twoprin- 
oF oipal Acts; namely, Vigor and Hu- 
miliation; but the latter of theſo 
is preferable to the former; for in 
vent Vigour there may be De- 


ceit and Vain- glory; but Humilia- 
tion is without any Fiction; and 
ſuch a Self- evacuation beſt. qua- 
lifies' the Soul for the Nereraen 
of Go. Nan n een enen 

90 5 is the! Principle of holy 
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ui 6/1 but the Effect of his Love to us. 


3nd hard, pas e but little Pro» 


5 ſtraction, and to oontemplate with 


N 
Lobe; wh our Love to wes: . is 


perfect Love cob 
1 out of the Soul; 
x loves nothing with Him, but 
all things in Him, and Him above 
11 things, and all things elſe for 


[AY thoſe that undertake the 
Exerciſe Chriſtian Virtues, 
without holy Love, labour long 


greſs in the Way of Perfection; but 
tho who love Gov fervently, in 
2 ſhort Time fael their Imperfec- 
tions, as it were — 5 in this 
holy Fire, and all Virtues habitu - 
ally conſummated by this w_ 
Love. F | 
The End of Prayer: is Union 1 
with Gon en. and the Effect 1 
f it is true Felicitx. 
; The Way to pray without Di- 


Delight, is to abſtract the Heart 


an the eager Delire of every 


4 thing 


ente 


thine: Fu Goo, ade give; it Wy 
| wholly 10 n to be roſſeſſes by Mk "1 4 
Him. 1 
{By Nepia eternal and hea- 
veuly. things, and by meditating 
upon, | ſpeaking, minding, and 
often remembr ing earthly things, 8 
divine Love is extinguiſhed in te 
Heart, re 9 
is enkindled in it. 
- Thoſe that ſpeak | 
think often on upprofitable things ww, |} 
never attain to the Perfection of 4 
Devotion; but he only obtains | Il 
perfect Union with Gop, whokeep- IM 
ing his Tongue and his Thoughts 
under Reſtraint, with hisAfeRions 
Vigoroully anclines/to Him. 
Me are more obliged toCnrisr 
for his Love than for bis Death, for 
that was the Cauſeand Motive that 
made Him undergo this: And Gop 
ddes more value our Love ta Him, 
than all that we can do or ſuffer 
for Him ; | for all that we can do 
or ſuffer, is but the Sign and Effect 
of ou Love to 9 [le 3 
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1 e | 
i [th is not the . of ſþ ritual 
i' Ws Books, to the End to be 2 — 
ace d in the Doctrine of Perfection; 
but it is the Practice only; which 
effectually inclines the vagrant 
Will of Man to holy Lo W!e. 
Who can but be inflamed with 
a holy Love to Gon, that conſiders 
his incomprehenſible Goodneſs in 
willing the World, eſpecially Man- 
kind, out of nothing into Being ; 
his Omnipotency, in creating that 
which he did ſo will; his Provi- 
dence, which is able to govern all 
Creatures, ſo as to effect his de- 
ftigned End; bis Immenſity, which , 
is every where ;/ and his infinite 
_ Wiſdom, in diſpoſing all things in fo 
amiable and L Harmony. 
[The Purgative, the Illumis- 
tive, and the Unitive Life, are not 
three Ways really different, but 
only ſeveral Modifications of the 
ſa me rhing, ſeeing that they are 
all truly radicated in Love; for 
true . en The: ph" e 
His, | 
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lightens the blind, and unites the 
ſeparated. Nenn 140 ien GY 4 
i Purgation, Illumination, . and 
Union, cannot be wanting in him 
that truly loves Goo; for he al- 


ways has eee be pure 55 
er more Know- 


ledge, and he always deſires to 


he always aſpires a 


be more united with GoD. 

In each State, the ſeveral Ex- 
erciſes of the other State are in- 
eluded. In the Purgative way, 
Light miniſters to Purgation; in 
the Illuminative way, Love and 
Purity aſſiſt to the getting of Light 
and Virtue; in the Unitive way, 
Purity and vun net the 
higheſt Love 11 


[They are far from Perfection. 


who fallly ſappoſe, that they have 


perfectly — the Purgative 


Life, and that they have quite 
gone through the Illuminative, 


and that they ought to be wholly 


exerciſed in the Unitive. 


The Reaſon why ſo few loveGoo 


D 7 is, 


E,, becauſe they have no Mind to 
love Him; nay, they will not love 
mn Him; for if they would love Him, 
what ſhould hinder them? For 
Gop commands all to love Him 
that will not, and He helps thoſe 
that will; what Excuſe then can 
they have that do not love Him e 
A truly pious and ſincere Chri- 
ſtian may know himſelf to be 
happy, and may be ſatisfied with 
the Aſſurance that he has, that 
he loves Gop, and that he is be- 
l ⅛ 0 
[ Whoſdever is poſſeſſed of this 
holy Love of Gop above all things, 
has therewith all Virtues, feeing 
all of them are rooted in this Love. 
For what is Obedience, but Love 
ſubjecting the Wille What is Hu- 
mility, but Love' humbling the 
Mind? What is Patience, but Love 
ſufferingall things? Whatis Faith, 
= but Love begun and difpoling to 
1 Grace? What is Hope, but Love 
in its Frogrelt, and deſiring to fee 
| . its 
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its beloved 2 What are all other | 
Virtues, but Love exerting it ſelf WF 
into ſo many ſeveral Inſtances ? 

If we did love Gop as we all 

pretend, and as we ought, we ii 
would, and ' ſhoyld' mortify our 
Senſes as toearthly things, andmore 
contemplate heavenly things. i 


All People are apt to extol and iſ 
pleaſe themſelves in their wn way ⁵ 
of worſhipping Gop, and in their ³ 
own ſpiritual Exerciſes; but he that ä 
ſerves GOD out of true Love to 
Him, ferves Him in the beſt Way, 
whatſoever, the Way and Exer- 
ciſes be. n 
Ile only lives to God by Love 
who is dead to himſelf by Humi- ü 
lity, and to the World, by Con- 
H Men did truly love Gop, as 
| they profeſs, they. would not ſeek 
| <therown Honour; nor defire vain: 
Applauſe, nor boaſtiof their own» 
Excellencies as they do; but they 
would: honour; and praiſe, and 
_ _Jextol only Go All 
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- All Virtues tanguiſh in the Soul, 
u hen Love languiſhes in the Will 
of Man; as the Rivers ceaſe to 
run when the Springs grow dry. 
If Men knew how fweet, how 
delightful, how ſatisfactory the 
Love of Gone is, they would fee, 
and deplore their own Miſery, in 
not loving inſinite Beauty, and in- 
finite Goodneſs, more than they do. 
[Holy Love is not to be pur- 
chaſed at a cheap rate; it will 
coſt us all we have; it is infatia- 
ble, and never ſays, it has enough. 
Fhe Object of holy Love is of 
infinite Worth; and therefore all 
that we can give for it, is far leſs 
than it deſerves; and the. obtain- 
ing of it, will recompence inhnitely | 
beyond all we can give for it. 
When we have loved Gop as 
much as we can, we fall ſhort of 
God's Love to us; for he loves 
1 us yet mueh more. 
He that gives all tc Bop, nab 
e nothing * himfelf, gives 
ng 
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nothing to Gon, and ſaves all to 
himſelf, un d that for ever.. 
[lt any thing could poſſibly grieve 
God, nothing would do it ſo much 
as want of Love in Man; for He 


* 


loving Men ſo much, as earneſtly 
to deſire to communicate himſelf 
to them, nothing can be more un- 
reaſonable, nor more contrary to 
his Mind, and gracious Deſign, 
than that Men ſhould not have ſo 
much Love for Him, and for them- 
ſelves, as to be willing to receive 
ſuck infinite, beatify ing, and en- 
dearing Pledges of his Love,” 

_ Gov illuminates all Men with 
a ſufficient Knowledge of Himſelf, 
to oblige them to love Him; but 

they will not open their Wer 
ſee how amiable He js. 
All Men are made and a 
ed to love God, but all Men are 
not inflamed with the Love of Him, 
becauſe they are ſeduced by their 
Paſſions, and ber Ae to 


love vile and ſenſual Objects, better 
12 than 
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than the ſupreme and tranſeendent 
Good, and the Author of their be- 
ings, and of all good to them. 
I To die to our ſelves, to our cor- 
rupt Senſes, to our unbridled Paſ- 
ſions, to this deceitful World, are 
things ſoon and eaſily ſaid, but 
| — and hard to practiſe; but 
are in Truth done only by thoſe, 
.who have: a great and ſincere Love 
They truly love G ob, who 
make all their Actions ſubſervient 
to Him, and have no Will but His. 
Holy Love enobles and perfects 
good Works, which, as to the 
Matter of them, are but mean, 
and of little Value; and great and 
glorious Works in ſhew are but 
- eontemptible,if they be undertaken 
and performed npon any other- 
Principle, but thisourLovetoGop. , 
[The greateſt Love of the chief- 
eſt Good is Peace; the inordinate 
Love of the Creature i Is. War and 
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It is not to be wondred at, that 
Gop. does not remarkably puniſh 

in this World, thoſe that do not 
N Him; for not to love Him is 
Miſery more than enough. 

Love to Goo makes Him cer- 
tainly, eaſily, ſweetly, and ſuper- 
naturally mes him that loves 

Him. | 

Nothing but Sin extinguiſhes 
Gop s Love to us, nor makes Him 
abſent from us. 

[He loves Goo rightly, who does 
not bend his Mind from the Crea- 
tor to the Creature. 

He has attained to the 'Fop of 
holyLove,and loves Gop perfectly; 
a, lifted up above all created 
things, contemplates Gon by na- 
ked Faith, and is delighted in 
Him by pure Love. 

All Love is transforming ; ths 
Love of Gop to Man, transforms 
ed Him into the Likeneſs of Man; 
and the Love of Men to Gop; 
transforms Men into the Likeneſs 
of Gaps [There 
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There are three Ways whereby 
we: may come to GOD; namely, 
Mortification,, Contemplation, and 
divine Love; but the way. of holy 
Love is the beſt, for that only 
transforms us into the Likeneſs | 

f Gn ,'+ 111 inne | 

„ Soul cannot: dhe did to be 

united to Gop, but by the Habits 

of all Acts of Love; but princi- 
poally by doing all things for Gop's 
Sake; and by always, with all 

its Might, airing to Him. 

He that loves Gop perfectly, 
loves Him not only for is Good, 
neſs to us; but 3.089 Gov, (if I 

1 may ſo ſay) as Gop loves himſelf, 

wy that is, for bis own infinite Per- 

ieee 2g tg tt: | 

Let us all then roo to live | 

this ſcraphick. Life here in this 

State, ſeeing our good Gon vouch- 

ſafes us this Privilege, upon which 

depends, and wherein conſiſts, our 
preſent Repoſe, and our everlaſt- 


ing Conſolation. k. 
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bags live by Faith, while 
we are in this World, as feeing 
Him who is/invidble;:and i in this 
Life of Faith there is Communion 
with Gow, and the Coinmunion 
of Kan, e e ; 

There is va withGov: f 
Abi conſiſts in the Addreſſes 
which Gop makes unto us by his 
Mora, and in the Addreſſes which 
we make unto gon by our Prayers. 

He that delights. in Go p, de- 
neten in this Communion with 
Gop; and he that delights in this 
Communion with Deus, amn 
in Ge wilt on (48 

In every t of this Conn 
munion with Gop, he appears to 
us'as: moſt Lovely, and moſt (2/0- 
mus: And nothing can be more 
16,7 than the greateſt Perfection of 
Guodveſe, directed by the greateſt 
Perfection of Wiſdom, 1 exer- 
eiſed by the greateſt Perfe@ion of 
Turnen Nou ent 
| [Aczonng to the Meaſure 8nd 


Pro» 


9g)" 
pen of true 8 10 us, 
directed by the beſt of our Uinder- 
Fandings, andexercifed according 
— our 'Abi/ity; To is 
, bur Reſemblanre of be as 
our Delight in Him. | 
In every part of Gov's C- 
tion, there are aſt Mani- 
cious. Communications of his Fa. 
_cvnr; and as we continually enjoy 
Soy by theſe,” fo we are Claes 
# carefully toobſerve „and Ry | 
Ti - to noknowledgs eg 
cM K Tore é H fewondery Corum. 


43 nion with GO p, in the Commu- 
mon of Saints; and as theſe are 


the living Images of Gov, ſo they 

which — ; in them, delight in 

GOD: But none can unfei gnedly 
And greatly delight in thelk/!whd 
are not of the Number of them; 
ſince none but i can delight in 
Ale, and love like, 
By this therefore we know'we 
are the Children of Gop; berauſe 
"1 | we 
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Gop as ſuch. 


[The — Gor in biea- | 
nedom of ow. 


ven, is like the Ki 
on Earth; and the Happineſs of 
Men, is 'of tho fume Nature as 
their Religion. 127 
In both there is the Contemplis: 
tion of God, according to the Ma- 
nifeſtations of his Ch and the 
Imitatios of Gon, according to 
the Manifeſtat ion WH his Hine. 
The Manifeftations of theGlory 
and the Goodneſs of G op, are 
divers, as to Kind, and as to De- 
gree, in Heaven, and in Earth; 


and the Proportion of — 


ariſing from the 


State, is accordingly divers. 
{The Happineſs of thoſe who 
are reli gious, is begun in this Life, 
and is perfected in the next: Both 
that Happineſs which is &1bjeFiice; 
and that which is Objeftioe.' ub. 


jettive, i. e. That which arifoth 


from 
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and — of 'Gob, in either 
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"Minn What is wait hin us, or i 
what we are: Objeftite. i.e That 
Which ariſeth from what is t- 
aut, or from What we have. 
The religious Perſon is more 
9 fect in Heaven than on Earth, 
th in a natural and in a ſpiritual 
Senſe; for the animal Body is 
changed into a ſpiritual Body (the 
moſt perfect Manſion, and'Inſtru- 
ment 25 the Soul ;) the Soul itſelf 
is enlarged and exalted in its Fa- 
eulties; (if no new Faculties do 
awaken in that glorious State.) 

. [The Company, the Employ- 
l and the Entertainments, 
will be as peculiar and ſublime as 

the Improvements, and much more 
fo: We ſnall then, if we are truly 
righteous, be more Godlike, and 
equal to Angels; meet for that 
Soeiety, and happy as they. 
This Advancement towards Per- 
fection, will be alſo conſtant and 
Pregreſliue; for every Creature that 
uy RO of Wi ** becomes 


wiſer 
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N 
wier by more Study and Ober, 


is capable of Holineſs, becomes bet. 
ter, and more holy, by the Prac- 


tice, and Perſeverance in Holineſs; 


[A reaſonable Creature cannot 
but. apprehend; that as it was not 


the Author of Being to it ſelf, ſo 


it ought not principally to Rady 
the pleaſing and ſerving of it ſel 


butHjm who gave it Being 
it can no more perfect it lt unto 
Bleſſedneſs, than it could create it 


ſelf; and muſt therefore reſpect itt 


Creator, as the ſovereign Authority 
it is to obey, the ſovereign Good 
tis to enjoy, and to attend the 


Revelation of his 7 concern 


ing both theft ai age 
Gelpel-Righerbüſneft is a peni- 
tent Return to Go by Faith and 
uniform Obedience, as to the ſuc 
preme n and the ſoue⸗ 
ay n Good. e nog 


The Soul can never «thin 0 


begtfick Viſion of Gop, if not 


prepared 


W "ll 


vatiaon;:and every po Gerhart which 


That | 
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| hereto by agradeal peo 
vious Ligne. The Work of 

Gtace is Y begun. 
N bear with Gov, balide Rela 
1 on, importo alſo Proſunce, not 
* = can be nearer to Gow than it ph. 
bat moral and cordialy. by Which 
the Soul, with Wilb and Aﬀections, 
guided by rectified Reaſon, and 
the Light. of the Goſpol, eleaves 

to Go, as to its 
and only Happineſs, and Ho with 

Love embraceth it. 0 

[ Moſt of our Lins ar to bai 
puted not to meer Ignorance of 
our Duty, but to a drowſy Inad- 
vertency, that we keep not our 
Spirits in a watchful, conlidering 
Poſture at all Times. 
How deplorable is their Caſe, 
whohaveno other Hope left them, 
but that the G ov of Truth will 
prove falſe, and overturn the Na- 
ture of Things, to ſave them in 

their Sins! 1 ws 
i is 


[1 " 


amazing that Gadd | | 


| Rxepllency.tha mod perfect Be 
and Lovelineſs; nay, Love it 
ſhould ſo little attract areafonable 
ſpiritual Being, iſſued from thence, 
How unnatural is it ſo to difaffe& 
ones own O, ho- mon- 
ſtrous! Ken 

| [AReſpe& to Go ſf pecifiesevery 
Virtue and Duty. Whatever is 
loved and ſerv and not in Him 
and for Him, (as our laſt End) 
becomes an Idol, and that Love 
and Service is: Idolatry. 
An holy Diſpoſition of Heard 
towards Gop, ought, in the firſſ 
Place, to be endeavourod after, as 
having in it the bigheſtExcellency 
and Equity, and being of moſt im- 
mediate Neceſſity to our Blefled- 
neſs, andthe Parent of all Virtues. 

[A. thorough prevailing Change 

com Sin to Goſpel-Righteouſneſy 
determines a Man's Soul towards 
Gor; ſo that the Love of Gon 


becomes: the governing. Dy 


Bis fuinter Inclination hs. my 2 
an ungodly Man. 
An holy Soul's. ſuprems Dade 
is, to ſee and to partake of the 


entire Image perfect 


that quits not all for Him? 


Meaſure © ib! Actions. He in 
whom the Love of God hath net 
ſuch Power and Rule, Whatever 


4 


divine Glory; to behold the Face 
of God, till his Likeneſs be tranſ- 
fuſed thro! all its Powers, and his 
ly formed in ĩt. 
„True \KnoWledge of Go di- 
realy tends to Holineſs, and that 
to Contentation. Both he know 
Gov, that admires not ſo glorious 
A Nd jeſty y that ſubjects not him- 
ſelf to Him, accounting it his only 

great Coneermmeut to pleaſe and 
ſerve Hitt; othat acknowledges 
Him not a ſuſſicient Portion, a 
full, all- comprebending Good; 


| that ſees not Reaſon to truſt Hime 
Hath he ſeen'Gop, that loves Him 


not, and delights not in his Love; 


Ils 


. 
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Wor it righteous or wife; nay? 
15 it not the Height of Sin and 
| Fell, ee forget the Author of thy 
Being; never to enquire where is 
God thy Maker; to eſtrange thy 


felf from Him; to worſhip the | 
dor; 


Creature more than the Crea 
to harden thy Heart againſt his 
Fear and Love; to affront his 


Authority; and to abuſe his Mer- 


cy ; to defy his Juſtice;  to-croſs 
his Will to do thy own; never to 
acknowledge his Goodneſs to 
impoſe upon his Patience; to deny 
the Lord that bought thee; — N 
live in a conſtant Contradiction 
to the very Delign of his dying; 
to villify his Blood, and nchen 
his Spirit 2 
Without ſome Sight of Gor 
pez there's no ſeeing Him bere- 
after; without ſome rpg to 
Him now, none hereafter; 
They who are now h to 
mind ſo menn a Thing as Reli- 
sion, will think themſelbes 
. 0” _ wretched 
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04,91 wh deplorable rk Fools 


Chriſtianity gets 4 Man pothing.. 
if it procures not a better Spirit. 
it pretends to that only. Con- 
tant Wines. is ele 


1 Nothing ſo ans ens the Goſpel, 
25 a Propenſion of Heart towards 
God, an earneſt Defire of pleaſing 
and enjoying Him, and of being 
like to Him, This is 4, Deſign 
of the Goſpel, | — 

A. faint,, " Cight, det ler d 
 Inclination,. will not ſerye: the 
turn: Pis a ſteady, prevalent, 
victorious Direction of the Heart 
towards Gop, and future Glory, 
in Compariſon whereof. thou de- 
ſpiſeſ 'all- temporal things, that 
muſt be thy. (evidential). ground 
of: Hope: to enjoy it. 

[To bave Gop always i in View, 
as the Director and End of all our 
Actions; to be ready 1 all 
Aren of his Will, and as 

i 


uh 
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readily» to comply with them, i is 


an Angelical Life, 

Bleſſedneſs is connatural to that 
Soul chat is filled with the Fruits 
of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, &c. 
'Tis-a Paradiſe, a Garden of God, 
where he walks: The Soul that 
lackoth 'theſe, is a Deſart, an 
Habitatiotv for Devils ; Infidelity; 
Hatred, and Contempt of Go, 
Pride and Hypocriſy, Envy, 
Wrath, Avarice, dwell therein. 

[Be conſtantly intent upon ſpi- 


ritual Growth, mind it as a Deſign, 


make it your great daily Buſineſs: 
We too contentedly confine our 


© L, $ N 
4 „ 
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ſelves within certain Limits, and | 


aim not at ſpiritual Excellency. | 
A contented ſatisfy d Spirit re- 


ſults from a growing Knowledge 


of Cop, and Conformity to Him. 
Be diſtinc and explicit in propoſing 


this Content as an End. This is 


a real Acknowledgment of Go »; 


=_ our Gon, our higheſt Dogs 
Groth 


E 2 [Our h 


(2 
FOE moſtearneſtly defhing 


eternal Bliſs, proceeds from our 


ſielk uncapable of being ſatisfy 7 


Unbelief of 3 Wen whereby. we Sire 
the Lye to the eternal 'Lruth, |." 
It argues a low, ſordid. $ pirit, 
not to aim at all the Perfeatian 
ue are capable of; we comply 
with the uſurping God of the 
World, againſt our own Souls, 
whilſt we remain without an ar- 
dent Deſire of Heaven 
Tis very unnatural to purſue 
a God: ſtated in thy Judgment as 
beſt in it ſelf, and beſt tar thee, 
with unproportionable, cold, and 
. Mothful Deſires. 
' [Be reſtleſs till thou ind thy 


with any thing but divine Like- 
neſs, and Love of Gop;, - 
Who that underſtands what that 
Name Gop imports, can value at 
ſo low a Rate, as we viſibly do, 
the eternal Fruition of his K 
and gpreſent Sonſhip, the Pledge 
of, that Hope : An Heir's Hopes 
form his Spirit and Deportment. 
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Ihe few Thoughts we have of 
future Bleſſedneſs, and the little 
Joy we take in them; are very bad 
Signs, when 1 Nr. 
i, and pleaſo'ns. 

Spiritual Delectation, or Dell cht 
in -Gop, and the Intereſt we have 


in Him, is incumbent on a Chri- 


ſtian, as an indiſpenſable Duty. 
We may not extinguiſſi or fruſtrate 
ſo eonfiderable a Principle of tho 
diving Eife. Tis a Conſtitution 
of the divine Goodneſs" and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, both to cheriſh his own, and 
to invite in to him. 
Serious „ rational, ſea ſonable 
Exerciſe of Delight and Joy, is 
an integral Part — Religion 
of Chriſtians. The Pre-apprehen- 
ſions of our future Bleſſedneſs, are 
a more conſiderable Matter of Joy; 
than any our preſent State affords : 
And without Relation whereto, 
we have no Matter of rational 
Joy ep ul eee ene 105 
Our Knowledge of God, and 
5 e our 


(vill 


Me ws i 


our Conforwit to Him, are both 
our Duty and our Bleſſedneſs; 
our Ignorance of Him, and our 
Unlikeneſs to 2 are! wok our 
8 and our Mi 

[Glorifying Gavi: is i the! End be 
our Beings; we tms live 
here to no 
Tis the Glory f abi ts 
lins| ſo much — the World, 
that nothing in it may make him 
either fond of Life, or weary of it. 
A meer Deſire of being with 
Go D, and of attaining that Per» 
fection and Bleſſedneſs, which He 
hath engaged us in the Purſuit 
and Expectation af, is the only 
warrantable Inducement for us to 
deſite to die. Ihe deſirable Tem- 
per here, is a complacential Sub. 
miſſion to the divine Will, with a 
preponderating Inclinstion on our 
Part, towards our eternal man, 

. if Gon ſee good. | . 
1 [If our Love to fag be not Gi 
preme, tis none at all, or not ſuch 


30 
3 —— SID Pagans * 
Il 


7 103 ) 
As Can Honominate us Lovers of + 
Him. We love Earth better, while 
we care not to come nigh Gov. 
Where is our Love, Obedience, 
Joy, and Praiſe 7 The bleſſed | 
ier Death ſhould be expected 
not with Patience only: but with 
raviſhing Joy. 7 
They have nothiog of G 
Light ding Impreſs of the Goſpel 
now, nor are they euer like to oa 
tain to the Viſion of the blefled 
Face of Gov, and the Impreſs of 
his Likeneſs hereafter, that defire 
it not above all things, and are 
not willing to quit all _— elſe 
for i . 
' {Get the lovely Image of future 
Glowy i into thy Mind, keep it be- 
fore thy Eyes, make it familiar 
to thy Tuosgbtez and ſee that thy 
Soul be enriched with that holy 
Rectitude, that Love of, wes, 
Likeneſs to Gop, Which may diſ- 
poſe thee to, arid fit ws for, that 
blefled State. AG ee 
E 4 b hey 
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Fhey who are ſufficiently appre- 
Aan of the worthy and impor- 
tant Ends they are capable of at- 
taining, and are viſibly deſigned 
for, ought. to be ſeined with a 
noble Diſdain of living beneath 


themſelves, below the Dignity of 


their Nature, and the Bounty of 
their Creator. ww 0 

Chriſtian Religion hath theBe- 
ginning of the divine Life for its 
Principle ;: and the Perfection and 


* 


eternal Perpetuation thereof, for 


its Scope and End. Gon made us 

incipally for: Himſelf, and for 
2 be compaſſed in the fu- 
ture State. 
[Man being capable of acting 
for an End (and uncapable of act- 
ing otherwiſe as a Man) is ob- 
liged, in Subordination to his 
Maker, to intend and purſue the 
proper End for whieh Gop- mado 
bim. x 

Man Capscity of a future Stats, 
and the whole . and Dee | 
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of the Goſpel of Currsr, indif-- 
penſably obliges him to intend, 
and ſeek after, endleſs Happineſs, 
as his laſt End; fince it is impoſ- 
ſible that a Man ſhould know, that 
there is no ſuch State, and more 
than highly: probable; or rather 
moſt certain from Rpvelarion chat 
there is.. 

Wilk we terminate e 10 
and Deſigns upon things . on 
this Side the Grave, and employ 
our Cares and Endeavours about 
even the moſt deſpicable of them, 
we live not to our Diſhonour only, 
but tothe Reproach of our Maker, 
as if He made us for no more 
worthy Ends. 

Our Praga Life: muſt be eh 
as becomes the Expectation of'a 
future bleſſed State. Set your 
Faces as Perſons defi igning for 

another and better World.. 

[Tis not juſt or ingenuous, in 

ſmaller and diſputable Matters, to 
make our own Apprehenſions a 
Fo 7 E 5  Meaſurs 


Tas) 


Meaſure and Standard to others. 
They are apteſt to do ſo, who 
have leaſt ſtudied the Matter, and 
have nothing but their ignorant 
Confidence to entitle them to the 
Dictators AW» 
[[Senfualiſts have abandoned the 
common Hope of all good Men; 
and that they may have their Lot 
with Beaſts in this World, fear not 
to have it with Devils in the other, 
To make caring for the Body, 
and this preſent inn Life, our 
whole Buſineſs, is a baſe unman- 
ning of our ſelves ; as if a reaſon. 
able and immortal Spirit were 
created only to tend upon, and 
ſerve a brute Beaſt. 1 
Wie ſhould make it our princi- 
pal Care and Buſineſs to intend, 
to mind, and improve our Spirits, 


"0 Rf Vie and cultivate our inward N 


Man. To neglect our Spirits, is 
as vile a Slur as we can put upon 
our ſelves, and upon our holy Pro- 
fellion. We a ſtudy 25 
| » W 


0 107 11 
will beſt qualify our Souls for the 
State we are going into. 

An earthly Mind, Love of this 
World, and Averſation from Gop; 
Pride, Diſdain, Wrath, Envy, Ma- 
lies, Admiration of our ſelves, 
Aptneſs to ſeek our own Things 
with Neglect of others, ſpeak tis 
unprepared to approach the Divine 
Preſence, and fit Company for 
Devils, and apoſtate' Spirits. 

To have now much "Converſa: 
tion with Gop, who is the on! 
fall and p ent Geed, beſt. 
agrees with the Expectation of a 
State perfectly good and happy. 


"An ill Man'sSoul's habitaal A- - 14 


verſation to G 0p, would not al- 


low it to be happy in Him. Can 


we be happy in Him whom we do 
not love; or love Him whom he 
will not know, or be aequainted 
with Him? Such an Hope affronts 
the very Reaſon of Things, and 
the natural Tendency of our own 


Spirits. Ca We os for what | q 


we 
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we deſire not, or are in habitnel 
Diſaffection . 

[We ſhould live now in achecr- 

Ful pleaſant Expectation of ſo great 
things after Death, as we cannot 
now conceive or apprehend. This 

only can, upon the beſt Terms, 

reconcile us to the Grave, that 
our greateſt Hopes lie beyond it, 
and are not hazarded, but accom- 
pliſhed by Death! 
Heaven conſiſting principally i in 
perfect Holineſs, and Communion 
with Gopz} you cannot judge of 
your oyn Right to it by a ſurer 
and plainer Rule, than that eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs Thall be theirs, 
whoſe Hearts are truly bent and 
directed to it, and purified from 
Senſuality, Avarice, Pride, and 
and Hypocriſy, by the Faith and 
Grace of the Goſpel. 
Ik Power to do 5 6 f is a dango- 

rons Ability, unleſs we uſe it. 
Let thy ſolitary Thoughts be 
profitable. View the Evidences of 
* t I 
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thy Salvation, the State of thy 
Soul, the coming of Cnalsr, thy 
own Mortality ; 3 15 will make thee 
humble and watchful. | 
That due . Regard: which we 
ought.to have to the Wiſdom and 
Providence of. Gop, and that juſt 
Eſtimate we ſhould always make 
of eternal good things, will beſt 
maintain the 'Tranquillity of our 
Minds in {ad Accidents.  A-gene-" 
rous and noble Idea of Gop in our 
Souls, and a Senſe of the Intereſt 
we have in Him, through the Me- 
diation of our Bleſfed Redeemer, 
will, above all other e 
tions, preſerve ou r Yi Wong 
He is a wiſe a happy Man, 
who is careful to avoid every idle 
Word; . who never ſpends an idle 
Day; who doth. moſt conſcienti- 
oully affect the Labours of his Pro- 
feſſion; and at the ſame time de- 
ſpiſes the Gain of it, in Compari- 
ſon with the Good he. hopes to do 
therein. hog 
i Without 
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Without a magnanimous Con- 
tem pt of all worldly things, no 
Man -can'be truly great, 
[The primary Intention of all 
the divine! Law, is to regulate the 
mward Thoughts, and habitual 
Inelinations of the Soul, and to 
bring them into Subjeckion, and 
Con ormity to the Will of Gov. 
No Precept more conduces to 
the Quiet of our own Minds, to 
the Peace of the World, and to 
the true Dignity and Perfection 
of our Nature, than this of loving 
, our Enemies. 
Mien, if truly humble, would 
turn the Edge of their Cenſure 
upon themſelves. No Man but 
may find himſelf guilty of more 
1 Faults than he can reaſonably ſuſ- 
1 pet his Neighbour of. 
ealous declaiming againſt the 
1 ſuppoſed Faults of other Men, ar- 
1 gues an unreaſonable Degree of 
Self. conceit, and proud over- 
looking thoſe Imperfections and 
| | Tots 
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Follies, wa may be found at 1 
Home. 

[Did Men ſeviontly PROT 
that their Title to eternal Life 
did depend upon the wiſe Ma- 
nagement of a few Days here; 

that the beſt are unprofitable Ser- 
vants; they would ſearch more 
into their own Souls, rather than 
find Leiſure to pry into, and con- 
demn the Miſcarriages of others. 
A Man ſhould purſue his own 
Advancement for no other End, 
but that he may be in a better Ca- 
7 to do Good in the World. 3; 
he Buſineſs of Church Mini- j 4 
Fo : being of ſo great Importance, 1. 
as the Salvation of Men's Souls, | 


whoever hinders the Succeſs ok 
their Endeavours in that Kind, 

may juſtly be eſteemed a common ff 
Enemy to Mankind. _ Tt 


[Theſe Duties (which are all j | 
of a natural Obligation) have a | ik | 


natural Efficacy upon the Mind, 


do clear its diſcerning Faculties, | 
% and 
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ö 


and make it capable of divine 
Knowledge, vis. Simplicity of 
Mind without Prejudice; Purity 
of Heart and Affections; Humi- 
lity, Calmneſs of Temper, and 
Prayer,” 19 875 
To Purity of Hoart may be " 
duced;- a generous Contempt of 
the World; a Freedom from all 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs, the 
two great Cauſes of Infidelity and 
Hereſy; for he who hath-ſet his 
Heart upon the Riches, or the 
Pomps of the World, is not in 
any Capacity of receiving or un- 
derſtanding the Goſpel. 
[Whatever (material) Virtue 
proceeds not from a Principle of 
Obedience, or Love to-Gop, is no 
Part of the Allegiance we owe te 
Him, nor will be accepted by Him. 
We cannot love Gop with all 
dur Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength, 
while we cheriſh i in our Boſom any 
inordinate Deſire, Luſt, or Paſſion, 
which claims an Intereſt in our 
Affec-. 


D 
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Aﬀectioris, a Share in our Ser- 
VICES. 

FA negative Holineſs will not 
ſerve the turn : We muſt alſo do 
what Good we can in our Stations. 
He that is ſtripped hath the whole 
Race ſtill before him. 

An univerſal impartial Obedi- 
ence to the Will of Gop, as far 
as tis already known to us, and 
a ſincere Reſolution. to obey Him 
in all farther Revelations of his 
Will, entitles us to a peculiar 
Promiſe of God's Aſſiſtance, to 
guide us into all neceſſary Truth. 

Gop's dwelling, with good Men, 
Job. xiv. 2 3. making his Abode 
with them, cannot be underſtood 
in any other Senſo, than that there 
is a very near Intercourſe between 
'Gop and good Men; that Gop is 
always ogy to alliſt and ſuccour 
them, in whatſoever. they . | 
upon Him for. 
[When we are once at Liberty 
from the World, and have weaned 

our 
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_ enduring Subſtance, we ſhalt joy- 


N 


our Affections from things below, 
and ſet them on a better and more 


fully go on, though we meet with 
Dangers and Inconveniencies, and 


every 7 Day's Task will be more 
eaſy and pleaſant. 


The Joing the Will of Gov, is 


much more our Buſineſs; than any 


other Employment whatſoever, 
and ought to be conſtantly” and 
vigorouſly purſued. 

' 'There are no Difficultiesſo great, 
no Afflictions fo grievous, but by 
a lively Faith, a Proſpect of the 
Joy ſer before us, and the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Gov's Grace, may be en- 


dured with Patience and Comfort ; 


my. with Joy and Satisfaction. 


he End o* the Suffering of our 
Blefſed Redeemer, which was the 


greateſt Deſign of Goodneſs and 


Love to us that could be under- 
taken, ought to engage us to a 


ſuitable Return of Obedience and 


Lore to Him, though we were 
to 
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to die for His Sake, as He did for | 
ours. 

In r to sches ung Dili- | 
gence in the Buſineſs of our Salva- 
tion, we ſhould have the Judgment 
to 


of the leſt Day always 


our Minds: | A ſerious Canſidera- 
tion of that Day would certainly, 

if any thing will, put a Check to 
the bold Impiety Erbes Age. 
[Mens Care is, that their Chil- 
dren may be rich enough; they 
think ay hls little Raney will make 
them ough. 


T e — 0 Piety will 


pply the want of an Inheritance, 

— a wiſe and good Man al- 
ways to a Sufficiency. But what 
Inheritance can ſu ply the want 
of Wiſdom and of Virtue? No 
_ Wealth can ſhield from the Miſ- 
chiefs of untutor'd Ignorance and 
Vice, or Impiety! It involves them 
rather deeper in both, to the ut- 
ter Ruin moſt commonly both of 
| "_ and Bod. | 
[Who 


116) 
[Who terminates his Hopes of 
n Gop upon the Confidence 
of any other Strength, than that 
— N is derived um; Him; his 
Hopes are my and he muſt 
miſcar 


Man, 2 an age $i Sg 
ture, if he ſeeks his Happineſs from 
Goo, anſwers the Intention of 
his Frame, makes a wiſe C 
of an Object adequate to all his 
"Mats and Deſires. n 305 

PEThe Worldling.counts himſelf 
a Proprietor. wliere he is but a 
Steward: The good things of this 
Life being not the Chriſtian's Por- 
tion, are conſigned to him only in 
truſt; who fails in bis Accounts, 
Will fad his Revenues aro his Debts. 
Debauchery and Atheiſm are 
the two Strong · holds of Sin. The 
firſt no more than an expreſs Art 
aga inſt Think ing; an expedient to 
darken the Mind, divert Thought, 
ung, fence our Refſection- 
{The remembring our Creator 
6 | | early, 
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_carly, lays: that grrat Foundation 
of of Wiſdom, Ihe deſigning a good 
End of ui. our Life, and preferring 
the beſt, that we live not we know 
not why. Early Piety is the beſt 
Antidote W the lafections of 
bad Company, and ill Examples. 

[A Chriſtian indeed is never 
right, till he ſeems to the World 
to be beſide himſelf. An 
Light and Information is as ne- 
oeſſary as Tenderneſs; both toge- 
ther make an excellent Conſcience. 
Scrupulous Conſciences: muſt firff 
ſtudy the Peace of the Church. 
2ly, Their own Liberties. 3%, 
To be humble towards Gop, and 
their Superiors, and willing to il- 
luminate and regulate their An, 
iviences by the Word. | 

If Canrsr's Death, and our 
own were ever in our e how 
could we ſling ; 
If it were enough to repent the 
laff Day of Life, how can a Man be 
are to & that, unleſs he do it this 


very 


N 
nery Day; ſince this Day 
for-ought he: knows, be en foryh 
The right placing, or miſ- 
| placing Happineſs, is _ nne 
of a Man's Life. 

[The Chriſtian Religion Pro- 
pounds three noble 3 N. G0 8 
Glory; Man's own Content here, 
and Salvation hereafter; and the 
Edification and Converſion of our 


Neighbour. 
Fools build on theSand of Hears 
ing and Profeſſing; wiſe: Men on 


the unibakeable Rock of doing 
"To love, and heartily deſire to 
do our Duty, is Half, and the beſt 
Half of the Work. He that in 
good Earneſt would be a pious, 
honeſt Man, and who firmly re- 
folves, by the Grace and Aſſiſtance 
of Gop,. to do his beſt in order 
thereto, ſhall ſoon be one, and is 
paſt the hardeſt Part of the Work. 
[Chriſtian Peaceableneſs, which 
is a Fruit of * Gat. " E 
alſo 


* 
in 
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alſo. a ſubſtantial Part of Chriſti- 
anity; and therefore it is much te 
be preferred before thoſe-Cireum- 
ſtances Men contend for: And this 
Grace is a greater Proof of Men's 
having the Spirit of Gop, .than 
Worſhip, or Goyerument in the 
CRUNDL, e lee en 
| Humility is a lowly Habit of 
Mind, by which Men are inclined 
to undervalue, rather than to over- 
value themſelves, and alway to 
demean themſelves according to 
that Eſtimate; eſteeming others 
better than themſelves, unleſs the 
contrary be notorious. 

Chriſtian Humility is true Mag- 
nanimity, Courage, and Greatneſs 
of Spirit.. The truly; humble Chri- 
ſtian is not affected with thoſe lit- 
tle and low things with which a 
proud Man is, eis. Either with 
Flattery, or Neglect He is not 
moved but with things of much 
greater Concernment. 
IHumility 
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- Ttiuwiliry is a radical Virtue; 4 
from 1 5 naturally ole 
Meekneſs, Patience, Peaceable- 
hefs, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Self- 
denial, Submiſſion, and entire Re- 
Ggnation to the Will of Gop, Con- 
tentation in all Conditions „Thank⸗ 


fulneſs for all the Mercies of Goo, 


as much above our Der. 
Our Lord propounded his own 
Example to his Diſciples, moſt ex- 
eſſy in Humility, and in Charity, 
Nang. xi. 29. and Fohn xiii. 34. 
one empties the Soul of Self- con- 
ceit, and the other of falſe inor- 


dinate Self-love, which are the 


two great Springs of almoſt all 
Sins againſt Gov, our Neighbours, 
and our own Souls. 0 
[Chriſtian Humility, as it refers 
to Gos, teaches us ſuch lowly Re- 
verence and Self- abaſement, as 
becomes our Meanneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, and the vaſt Diſtance 
we are at from Him, as we are 


Frail Creatures and Sinners : : It 


gives 


of 


1 


* 


n 
gives us a quick and ſtrong Senſe 
of all & m_ undeſerved Mergies. 
and Favours; the very leaſt ſeem 
great to an humble Mind: It en- 
ables us to bear Diſappointments: 
and Afflictions, without Diſcontent 
or Murmuriog : It diſpoſes the 


whole Soul to be Willingly go- 
verned by Go Ds Laws, and co 


acquieſce in all the Diſpenſations 
of his Providence, as better for us 


than what we could have choſen! 


for bur ſelves, In:: 414 nun d 
¶ The humble Man eſteems ot 


acquaint himſelf moſt with what. 


is worſt in himſelf, but with that 


which is beſt-in other Men. He 


Power, Riches, Ge. becauſe he 


hath always a holy Fear and, Jea- 


louſy, of his not uſing thoſe Ad- 


vantages to thoſe Ends for which 


Go D gave them. to him stand ſo 
being in a much * Condition 


for 


WRAY 
better {than himſelf; | becauſe he 
makes it his Care and Study to 
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for having received thaſe Talents. 
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He eonſiders that the more he hath, 
the more he is indebted to thoſe 


who want his Aſſiſtance; and fo. 
much greater Care is upon him to 
anſwer the Expectation of OA; 
whoſe Steward he is. | 
The humble Manhabing a tlawee 
Opinion of ' Himſelf than others 
generally have; foldom meets with 
leſs Ref pect than he thinks due to 
him, a ſo is not tempted to 
Anger. He is always contented, 
and eaſily wants that falſe Happi- 
neſs, which conſiſts only in Fancy, 
and in Ignorance of better things; 
ſince wiſe Men and true Chriſtians 
know, that they really enjoy no 
more than they uſe fo. as they 
_ and will be able to giue a 
4 Acoonit for, SOV gona 
BD AO Au e 1 
{Selfcdenial ; is £0 be practiſed 


ind 6 
conſiſt not with our keeping 2 good 


Oonſeienoe und- Gon, and to- 
wards 
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wards Men; and with the firigeſt 
Rules 'of Sobviety, "Temperance, 
and Chaſtity, tho we are counted 
Pools by! the worldly-wife Men; 
ſince we very well know, that we 
are then only truly wiſe, when 
we are wiſd for our greateſt, bel, 
ang everlaſting Intereſt. 
'{Gop!s Holy 
and'principal Agent by which all 
are wro in us, works 
upon the Soul, by turning our Mind 
and Will to this or that Object; by 
determining our Thoughts to, e 
fixing "abs upon —_ Subject 
whieh, being iouſly r 
are apt to ike or affect our ra- 
tional Faculties, and to make laſt- 
ing Impreſſions? upon them. Tis 
hard to conceive: how Gon works 
any Change, or good Effects in the 
Soul, e than by the Ope- 
ration of the Thoug — 0 7 
[It we would be fafe here, and 
happy for ever, we ought frequent - 
ly OY what 17. — we 
bo F 2: have 


Spirit, the Author 
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have Reaſon to think Go makes 
of us, in reference to vhat we are, 
to what we do, and to What we 
have; and to value our ſelves ap- 
on theſe. Accounts as Go doth, 
1. b. according to the Frame and 
Temper we are of, in doing what 
we do, and uſing what We have. 
Smaller Failings, Surprizes, and 
Defects, will humble a Man of a 
more purified and reſined Spirit, 
much more than thoſe which are 
gieater would: do, whilſt he was 
but of a leſs Growth in Chtiſtianity. 
1 {Humility qualifies Men in an | 
eſpecial Manner for Gop's teach- 
ing, and. ſo makes them capable 
cannot be content to be a Fool for 
ever, muſt prise this Grace as the 
Foundation of true Wiſdom, as 
well as of moſt other Graces and 
Gifts of Gop's Holy Spirit. 
' Humility beſt qualifies Men for 
the right Uſe of outward Proſpe- 
- rity, Which GOD denies not to 
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mo Men, but in order to ſomet 
ng which is betterrb 
9 12 learn Humility fromm 
ouriE ow v (as the great Leſſon 
He teaches us) who, being much 
wiſer, as welbas' greater, than So. 
lumnon; made choice of a very mean 
parentageg Condition, Company, 
Cburſe of Life: He 
worldly: Greatneſs; Honour, Ap- 
plauſe, Pomp, Riches: He'bore 
Affronts, Reproaches, Revilings 
without" any Return or Bitterneſt 
of Spirit. And we doibeſt / honbur 
and obey Him, — like 
Him as we poſſibly can, in 
exemplary Humility md rant, | 
he. Pom trus and 
lid: Wiſdom: is to ſedure torome 
ſelves bi cke Gracs of GO And 
by our. own utmoſt Endeavours to 
know and to do the Will of our 
Lonp, the Happineſb of that Life 
which will never end? This muſt 
be done by aſſiduous, Earneſt 
Jy: e to God, and by frequent 
1 F 3 ſerious 
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as we poſſibly can 
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ſerious Reflection upon our daily - 


Conduct; and particularly in what 


Preparation we always take · Care 
to be, for the Society: of Saints 
and Angels, and r the Enjoy- 
ment of God in Heaven for ever; 


World, iſ we rould poſſes 


1 during this Mort Life; holds 
no moro Proportion in Value, than 
at does in Duration... 


The next Point of true W iſdora 
— — this Span of Life 
as eaſily, and as wit andi ay 
5 can. Kp this End 
we muſt make ho unneceffary Eils 


to our ſelves, either by falſa Me Judg- 


ments of things; or by giving Way 
to any Paſſion, A + io; pin 
— it cal juſtify it ſelf to 
our ſtrict and calm Rea . to 
the Laws of our hol wedeln 11 
[ Tnat is true een mhi 


true Wiſdom, which makes . 


good, i. e. Which renders him ever 


e n 
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and dear to Sent King 
E eee and _—_ 
£2 


The. higheſt. Perfection We are 
capable at inthis Life is, as nearly 


do reſemble, or to he as like to Go 
as ve poſſibly can. This conſiſts in 
ur retriev ing 


that Image of 'Gon, 
in which we were at firſt made, in 
Rightecuſneſs and true Holineſs, 
f. 6. in living up to our higheſt 
Principle, the Reaſon of our "_ 
enlightned and improyed 


vealed Religion; in acting hag | 
in the beſt e we can, with 
Deliberation, Fheught, and Judg- 


ment, and in order to the: beſt 
Ends, ois the promoting the Ho- 
nour of Gop, and the Salvation 
of our own Seulss and of the Souls 
of others, to our Power; in doing 
all the goad we can to all Men; 
1 with, andforgiving the 
Euils they do us. . . 
can conduce more to theſe great 


W worthy Purpoſes, and thoſe 
F 4 Engs 


r r 2 
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Ends for which we came into Being, 
than our living>always N 
[SS that GDs 
*All-feeing Eye is ever upon us. 
[The only Advantage of ſecu- 
lar Greatnels, Power, "Authority, 
Wealth, Wit, and Learning, is to 
be able to bring more Honour to 
God, and to do more good to Men. 
Where this great and wiſe 'End'is 
ot n earneſt propoſed and aimed 


11 
at, and alſo conſtantly and honeſt- 
ty Pputſued, theſe ſhining Outſides 
f Happinolz, which the Men of 
this World doat upon, tend onl 
to make them more Fools, 3.6. le 
red ſdnable, and leſs conſiderate 
here, and o more iniferable for 
ever. ne, delt Un oe. uw 
Nothing is a more juſt Re 
70 the Reaſon of Mankind, nor 
more pre judicial to their Intereſt 
m boah States, than Mens nat 
making due and laſting Reflections 
upon the vaſt Difference there is 


' wee he . 
8 0 
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of this Life, and the endleſs Du- 
ration of the next, 157 16 02457 

In frequent, long, needleſs; and 
impertinent Viſits, M en do not only 
murder theirown'Time,whichthey 
they ſhould employ better, but do 
allo hinder them, W ho would chooſe 
to make better Uſe of theirs, were 

they not᷑ robbed of ĩt by thoſe, whe 
underſtand little elſe than you 
008 Forms of miſtaken' Civili 

„ wm only is truly wiſe, who bs 
wife for Eternity That is a falſe 
Wiſdom, for hich a Man will 
moſt certainly find, and think 
himſelf a Fool a ſew Years hence, 
and ſo for ever after. 
IThe Goſpel, or the new Cove- 
nant; wherever it is received and 
comply d with, is a vital Principle 
of Righteouſdefs in the Souls of 
Men; it is an inward and living 

Impreſſion upon their Minds. Th7s 
Law of the Sprit of Life in Onkisr 
Jesvs, makes us free from the Lat 
| w_ Sin and Death, Rom. viii. 2. 
F 5 We 


1 
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dy the Goſpel ma de Par- 


takers of that Life and Strength 
from Gop, which is able to deſfroy 
the Power of Sin, aud enables us 
to demonſtrate an heavenly Con- 
verſation, and divine Life in the 


bur a 2 to — 
Commandments can render us ſuch 
as He cantake Pleaſure in. H any 
Man doth the Will; of God, him 
will the Father and the Son love; 
tbey.will come into him, and male 
7 heir abode with him, John xiv. 
[Onxisr is formed in us, and 
we have Fellowſhip with Him, by 
his Spirit dwelling in us, when, 
by a true Faith we do deny our 
ſelves, ſubmit our ſelves in a deep 
Senſe of our Folly: and Weaknefs, 
to his Wildom and Power; eompl 
with his Will; and, by a holy Affi- 
ance in Him, ſubordinate ourf ſe ves 
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mundane 'Spi 
ſtrongly. in the Children of ' this 


(613 
to his Pleaſure; for theſe are vital 


| re of tho out- 
ward Man to the Law of God, is 


not ſufficient to bring a Man to 
eternal Life; but e, Man 


alſo muſt ere receive the Im- 


n like wo Goo.) Gbridien 


Perfection is not conſiſtent. with 
inordinate, terrene Loves, or Af- 
fechons ſer on things below. This 
irit, which acts fo 


World, muſt Winne and mor- 
tified. : | 
Rightoouſneſs 


That theGof 
is 2 to us by Faith, appears 


from theſe two Conſiderations; . 


15 The Goſpel lays a ſtrong Foun- 
dation of a — U 


upon the Grace and Love of Goo, 
and Affiance in it: 24, A true 


Bvangelick Faith is no lazy, or lan- 
guid thing, but an ardent breathing 


or thirſting after g divine Grace and 


Righ- 


— 
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Rig ;bteouſnefs: ; it looks beyond a 
meer Pardon of Sin, and mainly 
8 after an inward Partie3pa- 

tion of the divine Nature. 

A good Man ſhould always find 
himſelf. upon holy Ground, and 
never depart fo far into the Affairs 
af this Life, as to be without ei- 
cher the Call, or Compaſs of Ro- 
ligion; he ſhould always think, 
whereſoever he is, that Gop and 
the bleſſed Angels are there, with 
whom he ſhould connerſo.in „Mar 
1 
True Reli gion is a new Nature 
is orming the "Souls of Men; it is 
a Godlike Frame of diſco- 
vering it ſelf moſt of all in ſerene 
and clear Minds, in deep Humility, 
Mecknefs, Self denial,” univerſal 
Love of Gov, and all true-Good- 
nefs; without Partiality, and with- 
out Hypoeriſy; ; Whereby we are 
taught to know Gop, and know- 
ing Him, to love Him; and to con- 
form ee much as may be, 
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R 
to all that perfection which ſhines 
Forth in Him. n nige 
True Religion teaches: and en- 
ables us to die t9-abis World, and 
to riſe above ſenſual and earthly 
Pleaſures, which darken the Mind, 
and;hinder it from enjoying the 
divine Light. Wicked Men bury 
their Souls in their Bodies, their 
Souls are only Servants to their 
Senſes; all their Projects and De- 
ſigns are bounded within the Com- 
paſs of this Lach my they 
tread, upon. 

To walk with Gun, is in Serip- 
ture made the Character of a good 
Man ; and- it's the higheſt Perfeg- 
tion and Privilege of created Na- 
ture, to converſe with the Divinity. 
Whereas, on the contrary, wicked 
Men converſe with nothing but 
their Luſts, and the Vanities 4 
-vhis fading Life 

[Religion enlarges all the Fa- 
eulties of the Soul, and begets a 
true as Liberty, and Am- 
1 _—_ 


% 


12 134 4) 
Phtude, the moſt froe and generous 
Spirit i in the Minds of good Men. 
Religion reſtores Man to a juſt 
power and Dominion over himſelf, 
and enables him to overcome his 
Self. will and Paſſionss. 
He that will not ſubmit pimmſolf 
; ko nor comply with, the Eternal 
and Uncreated W ill, but, inftead 
of it, endeavours to ot up bis own 
W ill, makes himſelf the moſt real 
Idol. in the World, and exalts him- 
ſelf againſt all that is called Gon, 
and — to be worſhipped. 
Keligion directs and enables a 
Man to to himſelf the 
Hheſt End (s.) the Glory of Gop, 
and his own becoming like unto 
.Gov. Our ſeeking the Glory of 
God, is our endeavouring to par- 
take more of 'Gop, and to reſem- 
ble Him (as much as we can) in 
true Holineſs, and wn divine . 
Wien. 5 
He that purſues any werldly 
One or earthly thing, as his 
End, 


v EE: nn | 
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End, becomes himſelf alſo earthly; 
and the more the Soul directs it 
ſelf to God, the more it becomes 
God- like, deriving a Print of that 
r and Beauty upon it ſelf, 
it converfeth with; as it is- 
excellently ſet forth by the Apoſtle, 
2 r. ni. —— e 
 bebolwing ar in 4 Claſa the Glory of 
the Lord; are changed into the fame 
"Image, from Glory 10 Cn 
WMe thenifeck the Glory of Gov; 
when Gop becomes fo great in our 
Eyes, and all created things fo 
little, that we reckon upon nothing 
as worthy of es: be but a ſeri- 
ous Participation ef the Divine 
Nature; and the Exerciſe of divine 
Virtues; Love, Joy cee — 
ſufferings, Kindneſs, Goodn 
the like: And when we —.— 
above. all things, and enden vour 
to be moſt like Him, we declare 
8333 that we count e 
ter than He is. 

[Heaven is not a thing without 


us; 


Serenity and Compoſedneſs of 


-miliarity 
fortable Confidence vonoerning the 
Love of Gop toward it, and its 


(236 ) 


Y ub nor i is Happineſs any thing di- 
ſtinct from a true Conjunction of 


the Mind with G, in a fecret 
Feeling of his Goodneſs; and Re- 
ciprocation of Affection to Him; 
wherein the re 5 moſt =_ 
Sblde it feld ve r yoni rhino: 

70 Religi on * the Sede 


Mind; and brings the trueſt Con- 
tentment, the — and moſt ſa- 
risfying ] Be and nen to yy | 
E Soul. ©! 24 COT? 

igion e aha Soul 10 


Reli 
an holy Boldneſs, and humble Fa- 


with Gop; and to a com- 


-own Salvation. The right Appre- 
henſions of Gop are ſuch as are 
apt to beget Love to Go Del gin 
and Confidence in Him. 

[We can preſent G6D:with no 
Offering ſo acceptable to Him as 


our Love, and Delight, and Con- 
fidence in Him; and when He comes 


| into 


an 


into the Souls of Men, He be 


theſe his Throne, his Place of Reſt, 


as finding the greateſt Agreeable- 
neſs therein to bis own Eſſence. 


I [Religion ſpiritualizes material 
things, and carries up the Souls of 
good Men from ſenſible and earth- 
Iy things, to things eee 
and: divine. 
We ſhould "en al "things. in 
Gov, and Go in all things; be- 
cauſe He is All in All, the Begin- 
ning and Original of Being, the 
perfect Idea of their Goodneſs, 
Aud the End: of their Motion. 
Religion raiſeth the Minds of 
"et Men, ta a due Obſervance 
af, and Attendance upon, Divine 


1 


Providence; and enables them to 


5 ſerve the Mill of Hop, and to ac- 


quieſes in it. 
("Tis nothing elfe. but Helliſh 


N Galt Lavarthes makes ..- 


1 


Men ſeryve thamſelves, and to ſet 
up theraſei ves as iduls againſtgo d. 
To a 83 ann | 


"Or 


by a Mind and Wiſdom a 
decor di 


.. reg!) 

of Gov; it.is-in the trueſtand beſt 
Sonfs 10 ferverhimſell, Wholkaows 
-himfelf to be nothing without, or 
9 This is che 
moſt Divine Life that eanibe; for a 
Man to act in the World upon 4 
-ternal-Deſigns,and to be ſo | 
devoted to the Wilbof Go. as 
fervei it moſt faithfully and iz. 

[This is the deepe, e of 
Boly Souls; their Wills are ſo fully 
Wed into the divine Will, that 


| _ en things ſubſcribe to it, 


Murmurings or De- 
reſt well ſatisfy'd 


They 


with, rd take Complaceney in, 


des of Divine Diſpenſa- 
ordered und diſpoſed 
ve, 
to wann Rules of 
Goodne 7 4 

As created Beings, that are capa- 
ble of converting with Gop, Rand 
"nearer to Gov, or further off from 
Him; ancas wn V1 partake more or 
Joe Chia Likene e partake 


more 


any 


eie | 
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move or leſs of that Happinen 
which flows forth from Him; and 
Gon communicates Himſelf in dif- 
feront Beger toi them 

rue Holineſs or Religion, and 
true Happineſs, are but tuo ſeveral 
Not ions df one thing, rather than 


delivers us:fromHel, by ãnſtating 
us inn Poſſeſſion of true Life and 


Bliſs. Heil 5s rather a Nature than 


a Place; and Heaven oanbot be fo 
2 defined by aaythingwithout 


— b Ain Raon ens 


C 


what there is from Gop within 


them, and diveſting themſelves of 
Alliance 


all that which hath an 
to G od, or true Goodneſs,” ant 
transforming themſelves indo the 
diabolical Image, fir themſelves 
for correſpondence, r e 
with — Ot n mea Bap 
AI bel Differebe ebe is 
Devil and wicked Men, is rather 


diſtinct an chem ſelves.? Religion 


a5 by fomerhiig that iner | 
[Wicked Men, u. bse | 


the 


n 


* = 2 La held 


the Diiffhrazas of) u Diane den 


olf Natutes. Whereſoever we ſee 


Malice, Revenge, Pride, Envy, 
Hatred, Self-will; and Self lors, 
we may ſay, ay: and therp is 
that evil Spirit. 
[As the enjoying: ed en u 
eonverſing with Him conſiſts not 
Jo much 46 , Change of: Place, 
as in the Participation of the Di- 
vine Nature, and in our Aſſimila- 
tion unto QD\; Toiqur-converfing 
With the Devil, is not ſo much 
by a mutual, local Preſenee, as 
by an is of a wicked and 
ſinful Nature, derived upon Men's 
own Souls. Where we find Un- 


cleaaneſs, Intemperanoe, Covet- 


-ouſneſs, Or f 


ny ſuch! impure, or 
unhallow'd Behaviour, we ny 
ſay, Here Satan's Throne is. 
All Men in reality! converſe: ei- 
ther: with Gopz or with the Devil, 
and walk in the /Cofifines' either 
of Heaven; or of Hell: They have 
n nee either with the 
Farm 
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Farurn and the Son; as St. ahn 
ſpeaks, or elſe with the apoſtate 
and evil Angels Nenn cle 
our Aſſimilation to Gon, ant 
Conformity to Him, inſtates us in 
a firm Poſſeſſion of true Happineſs, 
Which is nothing elſe but Gon 

himſelf, ho, is all Being and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs; and our Hiſſimilitude to 
_ Gov, and Apoſtacy from Him, in- 
volves us in our own Miſery,” and 
ſets us at the greateſt Enmity to 
hat our unſatiable Deſires moſtof 
all erave for, which is the Enjoy 
ment of true and ſatisfying Good. 
The Spirit which is from Heaven; 
is always out of an inbred Noble- 
neſs which bears it up, carried up- 
wards again towards Heaven, from 
whence it came; powerfully reſiſt- 
ing all things that would deprive 
it of Gop, or hinder it from re- 
turning to its Original; it is ak 
ways moving upwards, in an even 
and ſteady Way, towards Govp, 
from whence it came. A 
4 It 
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Form, and bearing the Devil's 


i" 16 a 
is indeed nothing elſe but 


Hell it elf in the Souls of: Meg, 
that gives the Devil ſuch free En- 
biertainment there; the Wills of 


Men; ſtamped with a/diabolicaÞ 


declare his Right over them. 
The Uſe of any Arts; Rites, or 
Oeremonies, not underſtood; infig- 
niſicant Forms of Words, Gr. of 
vrhich we can give no rational or 
divine Account, this indeed is no- 
thing elſe but a kind of Magick; 
which the Devil himſelf owns, and 
gives Life to, though he may not 
be corporeally preſent, or require 


werfe any further Covenant 


Devil, no queſtion, is preſent to 
all his own Rites and Ceremonies, 
though Men diſcern him not; and 
may, upon the Uſe of them, ſe- 
cretly; produce thoſe Effects which 
may: gain Credit to them. 
Let us endeavcur to acquaint 
2 our 


„iin 


een 


n our Own. Wd 2 EY! 


uirh the true Rules of Life, when, 
Humus calls, the Way of Life: 

( Hroo. xw. 24.) The Way of Life in 

aboru 10 ts wiſe,' chas be may Wa 

2 Nun Hoi beneath: 0 107g 

as may be, in the Excellency and; 


Lovelineſs of practical Religion: 


that, beholding it in its own Beau- 
ty and Amiableneſs,. we may the 
more ſi cloſe with it: For 
true Religion, Which is the true; 
Wiſdom, is (as the r ot 1 
Book of N fdom: ſpeaks): Ch 
from the G * 22 Bee, = 
| pre mon Mirror of w pr Power. 
of Gov, and the Image of bis Goode 
NC) C wk 
Let us cherdfeae Abet purge 
our own Souls from all fleſhly, and 
all worldly Pollutions; let us 
breathe after the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of the Divine Spirit, that it may 
: | rrradiate 


1 Wi fs liliaes TP pt our Minds 8, 

Luer ſe e maybe able to ſee Di. 

vine Things in a Divine Bight; 
* let us . to live more and 


moro ia a careful and dally Prae- 
[ 1  _ tice of all thoſe Rules of religious 


4 f and holy living, commended- to 
us by our ever-bleſſed Lord and 
117 Saviour: So ſhall we know Reli- 


Zion berter; and knowing it, we 

1 ſhall love it; and loving it, we 
ſhall be ſtill more and more ambi- 
tiouſly purſuing after it, till we 
come toa fuller Attainment of that 
Purity and Holineſs it demands; 
and thereby of our own greater 
Perfection here in this Life, and 
unſpeakable Happineſs in that 
Which will never end. 
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434 a baſs hin herb. 0 TT: N 
1 | | Inwardly and oft, LG! 3110 
7 8 . How har ir were to fit}, © & 
' From Bed unto the Pit, SEV 
. Aud from the Pit to Pain, 
17 28 That ne'er ali ceaſe again, 
1 Would not do one Siu, 
19 | L wy he whole MEL to win. pg 
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